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FOREWORD 


The purveae of this thesis le te desorlbe how 
the people of Cedur Harliae lived from the time of the 
city's founding in 1834 to the outbreak of tha Civil Yar, 
how they workad together to found echools, churches and 
Litrariea, their group rocreation and observance of 
halldaya, how they utilised the opportunities for culture 
at thelr command, and how they met the preblemsa of 
communication ead transportation oommon to all pioneer 
communities, I have used the word "social* throughout s@ 
lgnifylng group or community activities, Thia work has 
been liwlted to the period preceeding the Glivil “Mar toth 
beceuae of the Large amount of saterial lavolvad, and 
Cecause patterne of living changed, to a large extent, during 
tne sonflict, 

I ahouid Iike to expreae my appreciaticn for hie 
hel; and personal interest to Professor Winfred T. Root, 
Nead of tha Hiatery Lepaurtuent. A formal acknowledgement 
Cannot oxrragse my Cebt to wy hucbond, C, Vanee Chepherd, 
without ubhosa nelp and encouragesent this thesis could 


never have been written, 
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CEDAR RAPIDS IN. 1858—First avenue and Second street SE looked like this in 1858. Pio- 
neers’ called it lowa avenue and Washington street. Reproduced from a daguerrotype owned by 
the late Isaac B. Smith, the picture shows in the foreground the vine covered cottage of Harvey 
G. Higley on what is now the site of the American Trust building. It faced he Second street 


SE. Next door; on the modern site of the J. C. Penney company building, is t 
ver Emery. 

Across the street, in the building with the wide roof projecting over the entrance, was the 
office shared by Dr. E. L. Mansfield and Dr. J. H. Smith. In the corner house with the rail fence 
around it (now the Armstrong corner) Isaac B. Smith, son of Dr. Smith, was born. It was here, too, 
ab ihe Mary Graves, a member of the Greene family, is recalled as having had a private 
school. 

To the left upper center, marked by tall locust trees and a porch is the early home of Dr. 
and Mrs. John F. Ely, parents of J. S. Ely. Back and slightly to fe left is the cupola of the resi- 
dence of George Dewey, grandfather of Miss Caroline Soutter. (The Ely home was on the site now 
occupied by Martin's store.) 

Free school is the pretentious two-story building at the extreme upper left on what later was 
the Washington high school site. The square steeple to the right and above the Ely home was on 


the Second Presbyterian church, predecessor of Westminster church. The site is on Third street 
across from the Montrose hotel. 
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One of the most-beloved citizens 
of Cedar Rapids during the early 
days was Dr. Eber Lewis Mans- 
field, who came here to practice in 
1847. A native of Canaan, Ohio, he 
was born Jan. 26, 1821. His father 
served three years in the Revolu- 
tionary war. 

Dr. Mansfield was one of the 
founders of Coe college and for 
many.years was a trustee when it 
was called Coe Collegiate insti- 
tute. In, 1849 he was in partner, 
ship with Dr. S. D. Carpenter but 
this alliance was dissolved the fol- 
lowing year when Dr, Mansfield 
,went to California in search of 


gold. He returned in 1851 and 
formed a partnership with Dr. 
Milligan in 1854. He also had 


partnerships later with Dr, Smith! 


and with Dr. George P. Carpenter. 
' Dr. Mansfield made extensive 
‘investments in real estate and at 
one time owned between 15,000 
and 20,000 acres of land. He built 
the Mansfield block and helped 
organize the City National bank, 
continuing as a stockholder until 
1882. He died suddenly on May 
26, 1887, while driving alone on 
a country road north of town. 


STEPHEN L. DOWS. 


The life history of Stephen L. 
Dows is no less interesting than 
the history of the development of 
the Midwest. 

Born in New York City Oct. 9, 
1832, he came to Cedar Rapids 
April 12, 1855, and engaged in the 


1860 he was drawn to Colorado 


Peak, but after a year of prospect- 
ing, he returned to Cedar Rapids. 

In August, 1862, he enlisted as 
a member of Corppany I, 20th Iowa 
Infantry and was made first lieu- 
j tenant. After returning from the 
|war he began railroad building, 
becoming one of the most exten- 
sive and prosperous contractors in 
the west. The town of Dows, in 
Wright county, was named in his 
honor. 

For many years Mr. Dows was 
a trustee of Coe and Cornell col- 
ileges. In 1874 he built the Dows 
block, which was one of the finest 
office buildings in the west. He 
served in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth general assemblies, to which 
he first was elected in 1875. 


sawmill and lumber business. In' 


by the discovery of gold at Pike’s' 


Railroad Builder 


SEN Py, 2 a 
WILLIAM W. WALKER, 


In the prairie regions of the 
vast Middle West, the trail for 
which thousands of home-seekers 
waited was blazed by the railroad 
builder. Among the pioneer build- 
ers of the early 50’s was William 
Williams Walker of Cedar Rapids. 

During the eventful years from 
1856 to 1872 he surveyed and built 
hundreds of miles of road in Iowa 
and adjacent states. Early identi- 
fied with the Blair and Ames 
projects, he personally supervised 
every mile of that portion of the 
present Narth Western system in- 
cluded in the state of lowa. He 
once remarked that he _ had 
“walked over every foot of land 
traversed by the North Western 
from the Mississippi to the Mis- 
souri, many times over.” 

Born in Middlefield, N. Y., Aug. 
8, 1834, Mr. Walker had become 
chief engineer of the Cedar Rapids 
and Missouri River railroad at the 
age of 26. In 1873 he became chief 
engineer of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids and Minnesota railroad and 
in 1879 he was made vice-presi- 
dent and general superintendent 
of the St. Louis, Hannibal and 
Keokuk: railroad. He also became 
president of the First National 
bank, was president of the Cedar 
Rapids Water company and presi- 
dent of the Republican Printing 
company. 
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OR. JOHN’ F.ELY. 


One of the most, active citizens 
in the early history of Cedar Rap- 
ids was Dr. John F. Ely, who came 
here in October, 1848, when the 
town had but 300 inhabitants. 

Born in Rochester, N. Y., June 
25, 1821, he had qualified for col- 
lege by the time he was 12 years 
old. He was graduated from the 
College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons in New York. 

During the Civil war he was 
surgeon of the 24th Iowa Volun- 
teer Infantry but was compelled 
to resign after a year because of 
ill health. He was one of the or- 
ganizers of the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids and Minnesota railroad in 
1868 and for some years was its 
vice-president and treasurer. He 
was one of the trustees named 
by Daniel Coe in 1853 to invest 
$1,500 in the purchase of land for 
the foundation of Coe college. 

Dr. Ely was instrumental in the 
construction of the Ely block at 
Second avenue and Third street 
SE, now owned by .the Martin 
Building company, which houses 
| Martin's store. 


H. G. HIGLEY. 


Harvey G. Higley, who came to 
Cedar Rapids in 1842 from West 
Granby, Conn., was one of the 
early settlers who foresaw a great 
future for the then struggling vil- 
lage of less than 300 people. He 
and his brother, Henry Higley, 
began the operation of stage lines 
to Dubuque and Iowa City, when 
roads were not much more than 
wagon trails, They also did heavy 
freighting to various Indian posts. 


Mr. Higley erected a_ brick 
building in 1867 on the site of the 
present American building, which 
was occupied for some. time by 
Oscar Solomon as a men’s clothing 
store. The brick building just west 
of the American building to the 
alley, now occupied by a tavern 
and several other establishments, 
also was built by Mr. Higley. He 
died in 1878. 


ses 


SAMPSON C. BEVER. 


Born in Columbiana _ county,| 
Ohio, July 13, 1808, Sampson C.| 
Bever arrived in Cedar Rapids | 
April 2, 1852. He began farming, 
but later entered the merchandis-' 
ing field. He was identified with 
the construction of the Chicago, | 
Iowa and Nebraska railroad and} 
when the line was built to Cedar 
Rapids he established a private 
bank, which later was reorganized 
as the City National bank. Under 
his guidance as president, it soon 
attained a strong financial position 
in the monetary affairs of the 
community. 

Mr. Bever was active in ad- 
vancing the interests of Grace 
Episcopal church. He also was a 
liberal donor toward the erection 
of St. Luke’s hospital. He died; 
Aug. 22, 1892. | 
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Chapter I 
LIE IN C&DAR RAPIDE 


The firat vermanent white settlers in the vicinity 
of Cedar Ranids vere farmers, attracted by tha fertile land 
of the Blackhawk Furechaee., Not leng afterward, came tren 
who gaw at the rapide of the Cader River a source of water 
power for prinding the grain of the surrounding farming 
area and for future manufacturing establishments, There 
wae aleo the possibility of uging the river ag a meane of 
transportation, Tranaportation waa the crying need of the 
faet to bring in those necessities of life which the settler 
could not grow or make, and to ship out hie surclua ¢rain 
wud livestock products, These were the reasone why a few 
scattered cabine were ereoted on the east and west banks 
of the Cedar, 

Osgood Shepard, a man of ungavory charscter, built 
& cabin in 1838 at the preeent site of the Y¥. HK. C, A. on 
some land which he held by “*aquatters eben He must 
be rxocorded the honor of having baen the first eettler, 

In 1841, when there vere three log cabine, the town wae laid 
out and Wits. The next yeir the first frame house, now 
preserved at Bever Park, was bullt by John Vardy, probatiy. 


from lumber saved by the sawmill erscted in the asme year, 
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The erot chosen for the town was one of netural, 
unepollied teauty, with the river then clearer, deeper and 
awifter than 4t Le today, The pioneers spoke of the beauty 
of the whole Cedar Valley, ag well as of its fertility. 
Mra, Kary Ely described the elite of Cedar Kapids ae it 
appeared in 1652 from the hill south of Marion: “Below wae 
spread out the bowl-ohaped velley, with the Cedar flowing 
gwiftly over the rapids and sparkling in the sucaent, 

the little community continued to grow elowly, 
not ailffering greatly from other hanleta in eastern Lova, 

Ny 1889 when Dr, Seymour Carpenter errivead, he desoribed it 
bs consleting of “abeout forty inhabitanta, with houses 
ourrounded by plenty of sand without a sign of a street. * 

by 1853, Cedar Rapids *ee a ewall town of perhayse 
500 or 600 people, a thriving place and strategically 
located in the center of a rapidly developing farving 
rection of the estate, The buginess section had already 
besun to move away frot the vicinity of the milla and 
extended on both sides of Commercial Gtreet fFiret streot7 
for two blocks and @ short distanos east on Iowa Avenue 
{First Avenug/, ‘The Deniels store, a three-story orick 
building on the corner of Commercial treet and Lowa Avenue 
{present location of the Order of Railway were Bullding/ 


waé the moat pretentious buelnesa structure, * 
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in 1857, an Ohio mon published in the Independen 


Democrat, of Elyria, Ohio, hia impreselone of Cedar Rapides 


We epeant the next day very pleasently in 
rambling through the stresta of this thriving 
young city, which ia built mostly of brick, and 
whieh is by far the finest town we vieited in 
the atate, Large businees blocks have been 
erected on the principal atreeta, many of them 
quite recentiy, and everywhere wee vielble the 
evidence of thrift and entersriage., it ie en vnat- 
doally a manufacturing town, and the facilities 
4t possesees in an inexhsustible water power, 
together wito the agrioultursl country adjscant, 
which Le fast becoming settled, ecunnot fail to 
make Codar Rapida a point of great isvortance, 
ana that ot no @ietant day... 


The city has elready over half a million of 
dollara invested in manufacturing oatablishwmente, 
whieh furnieh emoloywent to a large number of 
persona, ! 


In Becouber 1858, the editor of the Dubucue Weekly 
Timers described the youny «nd growing towns 


Cedar Recldes Le six miles below Karion end lies 
directly on the Cear River, It haa a water power 
auperior to that of Cedar Falls, because the atrean 
here has much greater volume. It ¢an all be 
appropriated to hydraulle purposes, and will be sone 
dsy. Already there are three flouring wille in 
operation with an arerejate of nine run of atone, a 
Clothing mill, and several wacohine shoos, The 
“Geder Rapide City" flouriny mili und the "FPurmera, " 
are owned by H. @, Anizle & Co., and the "Valley Kills* 
by J. Black. The clothing will is owned by 
NW. 8. Brown & Co., who weave excellent woolen 
blankets, satinet and other fabrics, The axtensive 
furniture factory of J. A. Uewey 18 just above the 
Tlouriny mille, Fartner up the river are the steam 
Variety worka of Greene & Graves, through which we 
were concucted by the Superintendent &. lL. Dows.,.. 


There are seven brick kilns in and around 
Gedar Ravdds and 30,000,060 brick were manufactured 
in 1857, The finect brick blocka which we have seen 
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in the interior of Iova are in thin city.... 
Nearly one hundred dvelling houses have also 
been erected wince last spring. Three or four 
of the churches are built of brick and are 

heet and tasteful edifices, The #piseopsl church, 
wiieh etanée on the high grounde in the eaatern 
part of the olty, in the suburbs of the grove, . 
is very romanticslly attusted, Thea grounds in 
ite nelghberhood are inviting sites for private 
residences, and some of the "marchant prineea* 
are building thero, A milo or two further out 
le the palstial reaidence of Judie Greene, 
surrounded with its oroherds and ita nureery 
with seversl thouseania of fruit treas.... 


The etreete of Cedar Ranida, lke the 
vrincipal ones in Marion, are wory wide end well 
laid SUB...” 
The main part of tovn van between the raillrosd tracks «and 
the river, with ecattered houses of the enburba up the 


Piret Avenue hill end near Grace Tpiceonpal Church on 


A Avenue. In 1853, Dr. SG. D. Carpenter's house at Eighth 


4 
Strect and Second Avenue was at the extrete edge of town, 


The condition of the streets wan the subject 
of conversation and complaint, eayeolelly after the spring 
and fall rains, On the crossings pedoetrians would 
sometinee “slump in“ up to their paageee At a few of the 
crossings some enterprising person hsuled in enough sand 
to protect his ar The editor observes, “The roade are 
horrible, The froet ig all out of the ground «nd the 
bottomlese holea sre numerous, sare north-eastern mail was 
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weven hours behind time today." "The flat on the west eide 


of the river, on the Vinton rond, la nearly itpagetble, we 
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noticed a day or two since a team of three yoke of oxon 
atalled in the mud and At beoane necesesry to rentove a part 
Of the loxding in arder to get out. Wve gaw another weron 
mbandoned in the agian Another reatdent rexembera the 


Is 
eact of the rallroad, In the fall of 1857, by a county 


gency etreets, the fleas and the sundburs of the ssnd hille 
bi 


ruline, plwa were forbidden to rose the atreete. On the day 
announoed a pound wan Gatabliehed and the boys were paid 
ten cents aplece for oepturing each Loose animal, One boy 
gasned attr 

Didexalks were laid of planks slong the glad at 
streets, They were extended in the spring of yaenee Lt 
the weme time another civic improvement was the construction 
Of o “lockeup*® for the sug of two hundred seventy-three 
OS Pena 

The several retail stores of Cedar Rapicse used the 
éidewalk in front of thelr establishvents to Glanlay their 
wareg, The 5a included “resdy made clothing, MAUR DEEP URE 
wheelbarrela, pitchforks. and dry goode generally", ¥ 

Tne retail end profeesional establiehvents included 
m wie variety of merohandiles and servicer, A. Clinton had 
an ‘Tce Cream Seloon vhere ladies and pentlemen can be 19 
furnished with this excellent article during the aeaeon", 
while Secon and HeNoneld sahliiiit-y- tel axcollent lemonsde with 


leaong aquested ap in a. *vice®, In 1857 an "elawant aoda 
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21 
fountain® ved eatablished at the Cedar Raplda Drug Btore, 


Fancy and comio valentines were on sale in 1856 in apite 
| 2? 


of the hard tines, | Mr, O, F, Yinkeriill opened a 


"“Daguerrinn Room*, His successor Mr, RL BL. Doulas 


g@uysLlied “all sks dr of Ambrotypea and KMelenotypes 1... 66 
Th 
natural az life. * Turley's shia sta geloon furnished any-~- 
thing desired in ‘Tonuorial atest The business men of the 
city were not lacking in enterprise, Puring the bad flood 
OF 1555, the two firms of Lesch and Wood and Banga end Bixby 
Folk te 
ren e Trea boast for customere to reach their storeac During 
the haré times of 1857 Anwle and Co, isoucd "shinnlastera? . 
reageetable in ourrency in order to relieve the shortage of 
27 
HONEY. 

The stores offered considersble variety of clothing, 
in the gummer of 1856 men could buy reedy made nuite, hata, 
cape and allk or wool underwear, Several years later suite 
could be ordered from one of several merchent tatlore, | 
Adverticenente of ehirtings and "shirt bosoma" gugi ert that 
men's ghirts were meade at home, Booté end ehoes were gold 
for every meaber of the family, The choice of rency-made 
elothing for the Ladies wat gomekhut wore Limited, but they 
coulG vuy fancy colored kid finioh silk gloves, hoelery, 
Canton crape shewles, hoopad and grease cloth akirte end 


bonnets, Kast of the women's enc children'«¢ olothing wae 


made et home, There vas a wide variety of fabrice, These 
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included broadcloths, doaskina, antinets, tweed jeans, 
corduroys, Italian cloths, "‘Naraellies and Sil’ Vestinga, * 
"Sllk Coatinga and Alapaceas,” “allke in great variety, “ 
opinta, ginghase, lawna, and several different kinda of 
Roles. For the latest styles ladies Bate ured to send 
taree dollare for Godey's Ladies Napazine, 

At first all clothing was mace by hand, but before 
the Civil War there wore at least a fev sewing mechines in 
Gedar Hapide, Une ploneer resombered "thet the flrat sewing 
wacuine in Cedar Hapildse was a Grover & Kaker, brought thore 
gOuUe years bofore the war by Milas Avatt in her trunk fro 
Maine. The machine waa in a aquare wahoyany box to be cet 
uy on a table and the treadle to be ettached, Ita owner 
rented it out at 2 dollar a day, and it bet always busy, 
being wnizaved for wany days in sévenee, * By 165%, the 
fasous Ginger eewing machinea could be ordered from bine ha 
They were @alled “the wonderful improvement of the eoih 
L, Gorell & Company! @ aowing machine with « double lock, 
right, fast etiteh sold at thirty-five and forty dollara in va. 
15460 with "Large discounts to the Pets: Aventea and Ciereyct 
Hy 1861 three brands were advertiaed, 

Other todern household inventions were also on the 
market, The "Knuckle iy Silas? Nd which hed knuckles 


of wood waa wold by ¢, L. Drake, Thia must have been a 
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great improvement over the washboard for mothers of large 
families, 

For lighting, tallow osndles were made snd used 
ag they had been for centuries, “Candle molda were part 
of the equipment in every well regulated family, as wae 
aleo a bries candlestich and shusreee sie Stearine candles, 
“a nice urticle and the cheapest light thet can be uped* 
were eold in 0 By 1859 kerosene lampa wore on the 
tearket, The editor comments, “We have tried 1t severel 
éveniniea, and must easy that for brilliance of Light end 
Chesapnesys, it is cuperlor to enything we have ever before 
used, This o11 le a Yankee invention, ond has been brought 

to that perfection, that 1t emite no odor, and looks as cleer 
aa burning fiusect” One of the first Lampe was e» tall one 
“with a brags burner «nd a #lase chimney, * 

The housewife who shorned at the corner grocery 
etore in 1856 could buy anly thone thinga which would etand 
the long haul overland from the Miegissinri River, She 
could buy eugsr, but 1t was very expensive, She found also 
coffee, vepper, svice, *teas of all kinda from $0 to 80 cente 
| per round, foreign end dried fruits, pickles, preserves, j 
cheese and wae Dried fruitea includes blackberries, 
ragpborrirca, phertses end peaches ae well as the familiar 
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driod apples, 
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Flour at first was a luxury hard to abtain, "The 
nearest souree of supsly was the 'Cat Fish Hill’ near Midgar 
In 1841, Jono G. KoLeod built a priest i111 at MoLeod Springs 
whieh hi is corm into meal and Later ground worat Lor Tlour 
&e well, i In 1944, Alexander Ely built # Tlouring mili ona 
‘the river go ee Cedar Rardde! reaidents gould obtala their 

A 
flour «t home, 4 Later there were egeversl other rlouring 
milis. 

Other food was raised at home. The pigs whicn 
roraed the streets to the dicecmfort of the ladies were 
destined for the family dinner table, “Nearly every fuctly 
hed @ girden and kept a cow, end it was o regular thing in 
prepsring for winter to cure pork and beef and wake sausagean, 
nead dheese and the ike," breseed Koes cost three dollara 
rer hundred pounds, ; By 1257 there was at least one butcher 
Shoo, REEL aes Oy familivs who preforred not to do their 
Gwi butchering, ; 

Gardanas supplied groen vagetablea in eeaeon, i. 

1% 
Cauliflower was a naw vagetable, Just begiaaing be be grown, ‘8 
sotera@longs aide delielous additiona to the late sumer menu, | 
otatoua wud other vogetablea wera atored ln gellara for use 
4g 
Guring tha winter. 

wild frulta were plentiful, “wild Yruita are now in 

Seadon, aud the groves and flelde are alive with girls and 


boys who are bent on seauring them for market and hone ULE. 
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Blackborries, cherries and pluma are quite abundant. * 

The wild blackberries gold for three cents a sateen "In 
these days everyons put up her own fruit, and currant jelly 
(or ' fell! as geome of our Ohio frienda called 1%) was very 
such ta evidence, OF berries there were plenty; the aiune 
of plumes, but the olimate seemed agvainet the propigation of 


fruite in general, Arprles did not thrive, and cost of our 
“ 


&e 


apples cema from gouthern Towa and northern Kicsouri, " 
In 1857, however, Georwe Greene pleated one hundred acres 
of hie "found Fare*® with 150,000 fruit and Presume trees, 
Ke advertised a long list of hardy fruit tebe, This did 
a great deal to populariroe fruit growling and to prove that 
Many Verieties of fruit, esreclally apeles, could be grown 
in this pert of Iowa, 

Qome wae abundant for meny yerare, The firet 
eettlers hunted for food rather than for sport, for pene 
vee an important sunplenent to foodetufiea hauled from the 
river et kueestine or iubucue, eixty ox eighty miles eway. 
There were Geer in abundance near Cedar Rarida ana burfalo 
nnd elk a few miler weet. There were aleo many wild turkeys, 

Ae 

quail and pheasanta, The prairies sheltered thourands of 
preirie chickens, By 1858, the editor reported: "Our 
eperting man sre having «a fine time among thatinelves at the 
preaent time, Game of all kinda is sald to be in abundance 


within a fey hours’ rica of the olty, we notice, daily, 
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large quantities of rrairle chickens and pireones in our 
sarketa, Me, Vanderblit adil one wupdeed plgeoas In one 
et, last sonday morning, * Mra, W. Wo Walker dogertbed 
» dellccwoy much priaed for special oecsgions, This eonsisted 
Of the bodies of cithsr pralria chiockea or quail, fron 
which the wins and lesa had been out, Thay ware souked in 
rine to whieh oloves, @innanon and peroer had been aided, 
then Gri-d dn tho gun or aaoked, Thay were then #etored 

> 
ana Later vervod la thin slices, in. scdition to atnor. 
fate Papbita were alao plentiful, The Uedar euprlied pioneer 
fiuhnermen with pickeral, Dlack Dass, white bass, burfalo, 
Sulton snd oatfi ah, 

Godar Ha: ids rasidents who liked ale with their 
Me Fs ls were BUuplied by A. Wetzel win eatabliahed a larye 

68 
new orevery in 1549, 

Food wae preserved in the sumner by means of ieoa, 
but putting in a sanmer's aupply of Loe vas up to thea 
individual who cut end stored it hivself, Turing the sumuer 
of 1846 sone fee wee hauled in from Tows City, at a cost of 
cre dollar for exch hundred pounce plus e fifty cent hsuling 
Nee By 1859, there wes atill no cne in the lice 
buginees, ao the citirens were putting in their own ot a a 

2 


It vas "of wood tilcknsea, and as closr as s eryetal,* 


& good example of pioneer food wae the Thenakegiving 
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City taloon served hia cugtomers in 1859: 


“oun?  Oyaters 


NOLS 


Fish: #@ried Pickeral and Cod Fish Balle 
Botled: Beefa Loineg, Ley Mutton 


q 


 Entrers: Fried Gyetera, Raw Oyatera, 
Oyster Pritters ond Gardings 


Boast: Turkey, Chicken, Hutton, Pork 
snd Venieon 


Vevetadles: Heets, Gueumber Pictlea 
and Fried Potatoes 


Puddings end Peetry: Rice Pudding, 
Mince and Pumpkin Fie 


Desert? Hal aing, Apples, Pao Huta, 
Hagel Nuts, Filberts 
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Ghanter ITI 
THE CHURCHES AND SUCTAL LIFE 


The churschea were of great importance in the 
#oclel life of Cedar Rapida, The town wae sattled by paonle 
who belleved in the iwportanee of religion, They were willing 
te work and secrifiee to eeteblish churches and to make the 
community a deelrebtle place in which to live and to rear 
thelr ohildren, FEetabliahed churchec made Cadar Rapids more 
attrsetivea to new eettlers, They also provided wrolesese 
eocisl life and recreation at 9 time when there waa little 
of cither, Women, eecnecially, were setive in church work. 
Mach church soon hed «a little group of loyal women, banded 
together in a mite society or sevini elrele, who earned money 
to furnish the church and to may the minister's salory, and 
wWno spent long houre, patiently sewlag by Rani, to fashion 
germents to clothe the pera ovarpreass, The churchnecrvle 
of Cedsr Rapids and the community as a whole owe much to 
the hard worktig, self-sacrifloing plonee-s, 

The Kethodlate were the firet to orgenite an a 
HOGLety, The Rock, Conference aent the Keverend John Hodges 
in 12840 to what wae known as the “Barion Ciroeult," He 
made the rounds on horsebseck and mentioned that he had to 


“wim the river on horgebse’ three to six times @ach round, 
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gabin on the west side (whieh wes still atanding in 1927). 
He WAS reploced on the elreult by the Heverenad G&G. W. Ingham 
whe preached ocesatonally at the Carroll schoolhouse and 
the home of Levi Lewla on the esart wide, and at the 
Ligtebargor cabin on the veat alde, In the sumomer of 1843 
he preached at the latter sabin three or four timea and 
orcenirted tvelve ceemla into a Kethodist ‘society® or church, 
dacluiad among thesa werg Bavid Ww, King and his wifs, for 
Who Edingsten, the settlement an the vert side of the Cedar, 
was pamed, In 1849 the Kethodiate began mecting on the 
gaat sida in the schsolhouse at the pica corner of 
Wineh Jae now Geeoond Avenue and Pifth ctreet, 
in 136% tie Methodist cuoclety peid Judge Greene 
CG luadread and eiguty dollarea for the lot where the 
vnlon Otatica now atenis,: The nert your they built there 
& One Piow brick church, kKefore the roof wae put on the 
walls tlew Gowan, ao the pastor, kliag “Skinner, and the wena 
OY Lis congregation, cleaned the brick ond rebuilt the walla, 
The churoh waa dedieated in 18546 and used until 1870 when 
v New church wae built at the corner of Fourth Avenue «anda 
Fifth Street, wrich waa then et the outakirto of the olty. 
The ¥raabyterlans were ales votive in Gedar Rapids 
within four or five yeara of the oity's founding, The first 


ministers to visit the county were Williaa Rankin and 
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John Bosl, There were services at the home of Barnet Lutz 
as esrly ag 1842 and at home of John Varcy in the fall 
of thet your, or in 1Ahs, The first Sundsy School wan 
organized in 1853 or 1ibb, with Mr. Vardy as superintendent, 
It met in hie hore, Hy 1867 the Presbyterions were ready 
to organize aa ea church, They held a meeting in the schocol- 
house July 9, es Nine men and vormen made ur the firat 
list of memberr, Mr. Vardy, who waa the owner of the first 
frame house in town, wae choren ruling elder, and Alexander 
ly, builder of the firet fTicuring will, wae aleo chosen an 
eines At firet there wae no reguiscr minieter, but the 
little group met for worship age often arg the Fresnbytery sent 
them «@ canes. The Reverene Bennett Roberte came down 
from Merion to preech “powerful * caren ir In less than 
two yeara, by April 27, 1869, the Presbyterians were euf- 
ficiently well established to gull a minieter, The Vevorend 
willisten Jones, who started the first little echool which 
afterward became Coe Collee, accepted the oni The 
Freabyteriung, like the Vethodiats, met in the schoolhouse 
until 1850, . | 

In 1849 Addison Daniela deeded to the church the 
lot where the o1d Postoffice Bulliding now iia Plans 
were Mide to build a church building, Four hundred dollare 
was raleed and advanced to the brick maker, who left for 
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“The timer were close, and very little of cash subscriction 
could be obtained, and only a Limited amount of lebor, 
lumber, and other material eculd he ever: The men of 
the churoh vathered to work on the wolls, while the women 
f 

served coffee and doughnuts to speed the at eg They made 
the walls of wa mivture of lime morter and thin cobblestones 
cuarrpled from the ground nesr the Milesukee devot, The 
church building was called "Little Huddy” because of its 

1? 18 
@erk color, Lt wae 26 by 40 feet in elbee. By December 
26, 1849, the etructure war atill without s roof, «0 the 
Reverend Williatcn Jonea wrate Ure, Jd, FP, Ely, who wae in the 
Raut, ashing for help, tho collected cno hundred dollergs 
from exstern friends so that by goring the bullding was 


Ly 
eaclowed, 


*puring that aummer, a fine toned bell welphing 
wbout three hundred and twenty-five pounds, wank procured 
through the efforts of the ladlus' ceowlng eociety. It was 
first mounted on a frame about fifteen faut above the ground, 
Afterwarda 1t was placed in a tawsr ereoted of wood in front, 
“Thie tower wae eluht feet ayuare and sbout thirty-five feet 
high, <A convenient veatibule wae formed by the lower portion. 
Tie ball was vsaed not only for church services and other 
teotines, but also, for many yeare, it ron, out fire alarms, 
end {te cloar tones were heard in the davn of the great 


20 
netional holiday. * 


Although the bullding was completed and the bell 
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procured, there still remained the problea of furniture, 
The sun of seventy-five dollare was borrowed to ada to the 
keaaty funce palaed by the congregation end the ehureh wae 


se oie te The pulpit was mode vy Henry Nelson of black 


walnut, “The faneeky Hoa te were nade of aleba creased 
off and raileod on perused The bullding wae dedicated, 
January lz, 1451, "In 1853 the church wea ag it vas 


Originally built, and wee wuite amell, The choir wae in 
front facing the pulrit, Thare wee a centre row ef aeata 
with an alsle on each side, and a row of ceate next to each 

a 
Blade wall; also a row of « fav acats each pids of the pilnit, * 
The churoh prosperod and the building vasa enlarged in the 


#t 


pring and aummer of 1859 when twanty feet was adied eee 
lenytn, Increauiny ite ospacity about fifty per Be ae 
"The... @ddition wae of Bey plastered to correspond with 
the rect of the building, ® "The Tinea commented; “ic ure 
gratified to note the avidences of prosperity of the Pirat 
Vreasbytertona Church, under the poetorahip of the faithful 
and able wlni-ter of the Gornel, Rev. I, '. Atherton, The 
congreation, In order to weet the wantea of the increasing 
nuinberas who make thelr waekly visits there to aatiafy thair 
Oplritucl deslres, are erseting « very cunsidgerable addition 
to the church building. When Gembleted it will be cuite as 
Roane oats aa the largest of our other houses of yublle 


worgahiy, ® 
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The Prosbytertan church hed a flouri ching 
wundsy “ohool. "Tha Sunday School was a Sunday School at 
whien the ohileren learaad aomething of the reripturea, 

They wore given little cards for a Gertaln number of verses 
comaltted to aanory, toa ba exchinend for cards repregenting 
a larcer magber, which Se terminated in a prize, 
é 

utually a ‘'yea0d! book, * Beasliea the books ¢lven as prizes 
there 28 also a sunday Sehoel Library froma chich the children 

% : 
could borrow booka, Fria waa probably one of tha TLeut 
libraries in the city. 

The third church to be orgnnized in Cedar Ranids 
vas Grace Rpiagonal Church, dude George Greene wae 
lnatrumental in bringing the Reveren’ Janes Keeler, @ 
wlaslonary, to hold regular asrvices dn 1RSO, The General 
Board of Hilssions oonatributed a ravular sum toward his 
galary A the Greens brathara agreed to juuarantee the 
Dulanca. The firct voeutry menting was hogan: 9, 1850, 
There «ere at thet time only aix conmunteantes, The first 
meeting place vas a raheolhouse, probably the one st the 
cornur of Sacon’ Avenue and Farth Street, Later they met in 
Vles Flisabeth Calder's echoolroon on the second floor of 
& Bullding where the Gunehine Mission now etunce, Still 
later the congregation moved to a tiilding further down the 
river, the wecond floor of which vasa used for the storage 


32 | | 
of grain, The grain ren through the crac’ s of the floor 
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above, and in warm weather the services were often interrupted 
by hoge who entered the bullding in search of it, if At other 
times a family occupied the room above and the rae of the 
peelme was punctuated by the rocking of the cradle, 

The first Foieconal church built was the structure 
which le now the chanel of Greece Church, The cornerstone 
wie laid by the Right Reverend Jackson Kemver, Riahop of the 
Northwest, October 27, 1851,°° The women of the Frerabyterian 
church, who hed worked in en-operaticn with the Episcopal 
women, attended the ceremony in a body. They marched up the 
Fifth Street hill and circled around the church site, 
aingzings 

The hill of Zion ylelds 
A thousand sacred aweeta 
Hefora we reach the heavenly gata 
And walk the golden atreeta.36 

As goon eo the ohurch bacemont war completed 
benches were installed and the congregation worshipped there 
until the etructure wae nee te al Hy 1856 the Sui 
numbered thirty-elx families with forty communicants. At 
that time the church wia completed and, being free Ring tt” 
was consecrated by Bishop Lee, of the Diocese of Towa, 

The two lote on which the chureh etands were given by Judge 
Georve Greene, who also prascerss the parish with a emall 
melodegon at about this time, The communes lon service and 


altar linens were the gifts of Mr, ané Mrs, Samuel B, Sereaford, 
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aly 
including a peat velvet altar cloth embroidered by 
Mre, Beresford, ; A ploneer recalled, "For a lonz time we 
had no baptilemal fent, and a ailvey bowl from Mra. {@livabeth 
Oalder/ Rock's sgt waa aot apart for that uaa, Be present 
white warble font was given by the Sunday School, * , When 
the 5, C, Sevayt soved to Cedar Ranids in 1852, they brought 
with thea from Pitteburgh a fine toned bell, velghing seven 
hundred and fifty pounds, as a present to the new end 
etruggling parich, This was first eet on bloeks and rung by 
atriking it with a hammer, Later, ae the church wag 
completed, 1t wee hung in the tower, 

In the opring of 1857 the Grsoa Church vestry 
voted to tell the Missionary Aasociation for the West that 
after May 1, 1858 4t would be self-sustaining. Thie was 
accomplished, however, by February 23, 1558. The rector 
generously gave up one hundred dollere of hia small salary 
to accomplish this, The perish entertained the wh bh aot 
of the Diocese of Iowa in Cedar Rapids that year. 

The Sunday Sohool wie begun in the fall of 1850 
at the time of the organization of the ohurch, It also 
met in Hise Calder'e schoolroom, Judve Greene served as 
superintendent and Miee Calder as a teacher for many years, 
Judge Greene also helped obtain the Sunday Sehool library 
from the Church headquarters in New York and Sone ah es 


gone books himself, Thie waa enother early library. 
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WReal twilagionary WORK Wa Cope by the “unday Echool] classes 
long before the Voman'« Auxiliary to the Board of Miestons 
WARE OMpaNced, and the Woman's Guild aunt money and boxes 


to colored ond Indian Migssiona enc to families of our 
hs 


wisslonaries in the weat vnc south, @ she Ilnclea were 
busy pocecorating the ehureh in les8. “ve vere wreatly 


gurorigped lact sunday, on entering the Aplecopal cghuren, 


4 sa 


at 8201in, the doprovementes that had besn tiete during the 
just two weeks, The walle look more like crurcn walls, 


Pot the pulpit end seats aroesred «6 if they wera made anew. 


7 


ine ladles Gf the Mite society are ontitled to the honor, ° 
Uther church groups were organised before the 


Vivil «ar, Among then were the Old school Fre«byteriane 
Ny 
(later tha  vecona vresbyterisn Church), who began in 1355. 


The editor of the Tiwea commented on the ¢enurch: 


fae hew church which hae been finished by tie 
O1d tchoal Presbyterian Society of this eity, ie 
new ready for ccoupamoy and will be audicated 
next Sabdbath morning at 104 of clock, 


The new Wiilé@ing, thoueh not 4s lsree one, 
4a a vary acet anc taaty atructure, and doea 
eredit beth to o:r young city, ond to the 
congregation woieh hae erected it, Lt ie 35x47 
fnet, of brick, and will, without erovwding seat 
two nundred and seventy persunB,ae. 


Tre. 0... 8; Freabyteriean Society hava herstofore 
worehivoped in Dentel!a Hall. 49 


The Baptiete sleo were setive, They dedicated 


their new church Senterber, 1957, The service commenced 
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vith s voluntary anthem "'I waa plead when they oaid unto 

se, Jletus ge into the houne of the Lord,'" Elder De Vit 

of Marlon preached the sermon using Uxodur 7:24 ws his | 
text, ane the dediloatory prayer waa offered by the pastor, 
pldaer Jonoe Voodwaré, The services clovea with the anthen, 
"tT have ote of thy loving kindness in the midst of 

thy Tesple,'* "The church is a anell but neat and pleanant 
eGifice, end refleets such adi en & congregation orean- 
ized only eilohteen months nEO, 

The churches continued to play an setive, laportant 
pert ia the social life of the Little comcunity. There were 
varicus functions, usually sponsored by the women, Yheir 
prigury puryoce wae to rvike woney for seme worthy object. 

& geconéary purpoee tea Lellowahip ana recreation, 

Tre firet "festival® of which wa Kave record waa 
one eronsored by the Eriacopal isdies, It was held on 
July 4, 1852 in 2 new bern belonging to o, C, Beaver, “prettily 
decorated with @resn DOUgRs. draveries fPunting?/ wtid 
fpatriotic?/ sicturea,* A larwe box of ehildrenta clothing 
ana other articles, whtoh had been sent by a chureh guild 


in New York, yaa gold, 4 aua of mere then one hundred dollars 


5% 


wad cleared, 
The lLadtee of the Methodist church held a "conution 
festivel,® in Sebrusry 1857, for the benefit of the pystor, 


A sunoer wea served end the articles donated vere sold for 
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the sun of two huntred dollars, In 1350 thera wae another 


Son boa aac ths purvose of paying off a debt on the 
ehureh, : The Next year a Gloastrous fire burned the 
furniture of the Methoalat parsonive., Tho mother of the 
neverond W. Wl. Usterbrook put het oricisa in her bed to warn 
4t, thar Laft the house for the neeting of the Hite Gociety. 
The bricke gat flre to the bed and raves furdqiture was burned, 
althougn the house was aot destroyed, When the fire was 
diLecovered, the ledles left the meeting in such a hurry that 
their drepacs were aousiderably torn, ‘The following week, 

& “Gunation party" and supper to refurniah the parsonage were 
hela, The tleset receipts for the gurser were ap lied to 

tie pastor's salary and the donetions aold, The aum of 

one hundred and fourteen dollars was received, 

The women of the Firet Presbyterian Church were 
eétive dn 1859 snd 1860 under the leadershin of the nw 
pastor, the Neverend Tasaco W. Atherton, who chart graduate 
of the Auburn, New York, Theologiosl Seminsry, Blinds 
vere purchased for the windowa, the steeple was cospleted 
atid paudintea, the lee Be Set oto whitewashed sand Garpeteac, and 
hew pers kere purchased, The pews were rented to the 
congregation duly 14%, 1559, which udded a velecmea source of 

ss 
‘anaaae th 9 The Reverend Athertca was ordained that fall 7 
eng installed a year later, with appropriate cereronies, 


Just before Chriatmas, 12359, there wea a “donation party" 
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for hin reo which tin hundred and twenty-five dollars was 
oreeeived, In the sunter of 1460 there vaa a nurical 


entertalnment and foe eresm fectivel from which the 
6 


ladies Gleared veventy-aly dollare, — In the fall they 
| | 5" 
rere soliciting: contributiona for « meoloéeon, ; Tha O14 
hehool “reahyterten Indies gave a rusical satertainment 
ené oyetor anv rer, December 20, 1860, with edmd gsion to 
tied 

both for the reasonable gum of fifty cente, These money 
me ving projects vora essential to the continued existence 
of the churches, oné they provided on opportunity for the 
reorle of Cedar Havifte tn vor and clay together, 

Lhile the womenta church prounes were sativa in 
movey raising and peatherincva for fellowehin, they also 
carried on sone of the commnity ohority work which hea 
gince been texan over by governmental sapencier, Mrs, Elircabeth 
Cider Rack told of "1d Libby", a dissolute old women who 
wunuted the bara end acmatived elenpt, dexcd-drunk, in the 
wutter, When cho died the Eviseoresl wenen geve hor decent 
burdel, At the funeral service, the new rector, unavarn 
ef Libby! e paat, auneunced the hymna sea, “Sleter, Thou vert 
eek end Gentle," while the soneremaetion tried to reetrain 

&5 

thetr leuchter, 

The churchos of Codar Roc ida ca-overated freoly, 


long before the Ministerial Union wis oryantred, Thia was 


eapectally true at Thanksgiving. In 1346 services wore 
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66 
held at tne Methodist Church, The following year Joint 


nervices were held at the First a a Chureh, with 
the Saptist winicter as Be Rs in 1859 they were 
hela in the Methodist Church with the sermon preached by 
the Vresbyterlan minlater who gyoke on the “Sature and 


KR 


Cbligvatiens of Pure vatriotian, " The next your the 


, 
» 


Reverend kyr, Mitchell of the Second “Presbyterian ernuret 
presched at the Pirst +resbyterlan Church, _ The sunday 
DPohoola were abeo united for “vie nics,” Threa hundred west 
Side childres and a aumber of adults plenicked in a grove 
about a mile end « half weot of town in September, 1858, 

i) 
The addresga wae given oy We YW, es fhe Gundsay Gonools 
of gli the churenes held a joint oeletration, duly 4, 19865, 
There sag Bugle wad @inging by dae ata lad followsd by 
bpesches vy two of the ministers. } 

Vonalugrable dntareot wau shown during the long 
whaters La revival meetings. Petre ueVverad la prosresa 
é§ nearby polats in becemver, 1357. A rovival iat held 
wt Concert Ball in dunuary, 1891, with gone canverslons 
every Mase, i tt was to be hoped that none of the Cedar 
Rapide converte fell frow yrace sa Glad a certaln resident 
of a nearby community, Mr. Yennet, who kept a *"biliterd 
Galoon" oxperlenced religion, closed hia roow and fitted it 
up for prayer meeting purposea, Theresfter, he transferred 


nis tables to Vinton, where the “sinful” activity continued 
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ae before, The Baptieta were very aucceseful in early 1861 


in a series of revival moetings which continued every night 
aad funday. Thirty-two perpona were baptised in the river 
by the Heverend &. (, Eberhart during « three wok period, 
Mo 11 effeota were reported by the hardy group who hed 
their Fins washed aray while the therneaeter roud eleven 
Caprees. belou CU 

There Wag an anrly an’ continuing Interest in the 
tennoranes “ugation in Cedar Hspilde, ss number of lecturera 
inaien on the subject caoh yoar, | 4 Temperance Toolety wag 
organized in the summer of 1840. In the cen -titution the 
following pledge waa included; "We vill not make, buy, 
Sell or use as 2 beverage ony alcoholic, Antoxicating or 
malt liauors, not excejting wings, cidar or Inger beer; but 
will use ull honorsble means to prevent thedr aanufscture, 
viele or uce, except roe eee gece gechaniesl, medicinal ana 
efreyramental Batons. ie At tines the controversy becare 
cudte heated, Luring a tempersnce lecture at the rethodiet 
Church 4 large He war thrown through the windov, vhich 
fortunately @1d not atrize anyone, The suitor coumonted: 
4% few minutes before the atone win throin, one of the 
eudilence nad left the church in nigh dudveoa, on account oF 
the lecturer'a remarka about the aolling of intoxloatin, = 


liguora, Perhaps tha two ineldents had sone cognection, 


Shurch mewbars individuslly eusported the ¢cuae, while the 
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churches, a8 organisetions, sided by lending their bulldings 
av Heeling piaces, 

Tyo Other societiou were prowoted by the churches 
and church members, The Cedar Ray ids Bible Socilaty made 
dts annual report in Ceptember, 1857, society meubera had 
Varited two hundrec and aixty Yaniliesa in town snd had found 
thirteen of thea destitute, Of the four hundred end elxty- 
ceven country Yarilies visited, forty-five were found 
~@utitute, The soclety diatrinuted booke velued at twenty- 
BeVen dollars aaa @iegnty centea, Ginoe RnOtHins otaee theca 
books da reported to have been offered the cretitute fanilies 
(in the true aplrit of John Calvin), it muet be concluded 
that they read their “Uiblea and thercupon prospered exceedingly, 
Tae Cedar Valley Trict SBoolety held itu first annual meeting 
in January, 1353. They had nineteen lady visitors who 
Viaitecd two hundred and twenty-saven fandlies each month, 
Trsete numbering three thousand, two hundres and fifty or 
thirteen thoussnd pases were diatributed, The children were 
invited to attend Suncay uchool ana the oaults to atlend 
churen ana bible classes, The booka and tractea were placed 
Ga e¢ale at a downtown business house, Jt was noped they 

79 

“would improve the comunity morale, 

Tha pioneer churches of Cedar Haptdse were Important 
in Making the city «a better plaos in which to live, ina 


promoting Christian fellowship anc social recreation, anu 
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in mobilizing rublic opinion behind the worthwhile causese 

of the time, It should be remembered that the three earliest 
churchee as well ae some of the later ones ware siasion 
churches promoted and asaisted by contributiona from older 
communities, Without this support and the devoted effort 

of the pioneer men and women the wholesome influence of 


churches would have been long delayed. 
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Chapter IIT 
ReCRMATION AND HOLIDAYS 


The earliest recreation in Cedar Rapids waa 
atrictly homemade, The men end women of the isolated 
community were thrown on their own resourcee for amusement, 
“There were quilting bees, sre@lling schools, barn raisings, 
log rolling, aa vat hur gchools, einging achools, and many 
other gatherings which frecuently ended with a barn dance 
or a house waraing gupper, provided by the host and saevaee. at 

Moet of theses gstherings of neighbors for recreatiovn, 
or te do Jointly that work which eould not be dene by one 
fawily, have gone unrecorded, We may be eure they took 
place, just as they did from the time of the exsrliest 
colonial settlements to the tore limited form of nelynborly 
co-operation of the prerent day, 

One of the first exanrles of recreation and 
Co-operation in Cedar Rapide wae the building of the log 
house of the Carroll family, deseribed as the "beet house 
in Linn County at thet eveal*" 

The raising of the house waa a time of greet 

intereat, not only to our own family, but to 
everybody in the neighborhood for miles around, 
Everybody turned out to the raising, and great 
Cure was taken to lay up the corners square and 


plumb, and when the laet log wes ehoved uy on 
the akidsa to ite destined place, it was a tite 
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of general rejoicing asong the woary workmen 
who hed labored so faithfully end willingly 
during the dey,3 


Another early houseralsing waa the billding of 
the griet mill et MeLeod Springe, where John 6, MoLeod 


had a claim, 


. tt wes in 1841, tyo years after our arrival 

fof the Carroll family/, thet thie mill was built, 
remamber wall when Hr, Melecod come to Invite 

our family to the reising, After extending the 

invitation to father and the older bcya, he 

turned to mother and eaid, “You muat come, too, 

ang bring all your dishes with you, "...0f course 

mother vag only too gled to go, with her dishes 

and sookiny utensila, together with what provielones 

ehe could suprly, and do all she enuld towarda 

providing « good dinner for tha bucy workmen who 

were aesisting in this new and welcowe enterprise, & 


Thia strenuous activity waa not without hazsrd, for two 
i 


a 
wen euffered broken leve in a barn reisiny in 1856, 


There were plenty of outdoor sports and amusementa 


for xdultse and ctildren alike, 


The boys of early Cedar Rarids had not the many 


ertificisx] aids for entertainment ae those of thie 
generation, They all had their chores to do night 
god torning, with school hours in between, But on 
Saturday when choras had been dona it waa the boys! 


time for recreation and the river, sumer and winter, 


their main resource. In susmer, lt wan boating, 


awimning and fishing; in winter, all kinds of sports 


on the lee. very boy hed @ padr of skates and a 
sled and was generally « good akater, Coasting 
hilla were plenty, and skating espace unlimited, 

Our fevorite place for skating wes on the “alauzh, * 
the back water of the cam, and there the town boya 
congregated (and the girle too) and the ‘sy wae 
apenat in games, which dn many caass oslled for such 
ekill and endursnee, TI ehould also mention the 
various ponds about the town vhich in the fall of 
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the your provided skating before the glough and the 
river were frozen over, The Big fond extendad from 
about Fourth Avenue to Ninth Avenue and Glagonelly 
between Nixth and Wichth Strecta, and waa often 
covered with skaters, 6 


The Tinee oditor advised: 

Get your Gkates Heady.--The skating kaaecn 1s at 
hand, and «11 lovere of this srort should moke ready 
therefore, A. G, Rock hes a very large assortment 
to select from, and «a adviee all thoae in want to 
Gall early and examine.7 

Sleighing was another winter anort, although it 

had ite utilitarian side; for runners were naceacary ta get 
to town for guppliles over the drifted roads of mid-winter, 
the eslelehing wae good in January 1257, and many vehicles 

8 
GY all descriptions were out, The ewoloyees of the Times 
otfice Grove the geventeen wilee to Lisbon in weather ten 
Gegtecs below zero for a slelign ride, After entertainnent 
and ¥arath et the hotel there, they returned to Cedar hapica, 

9 

arriving howe at five in the rorning. 


In the epring snd sumser beseball was a vopular 


& s+ 


eiort, Thera were sleo vienies along the river bank, 
“Just below town, in the narrows, was oe vienio 
place, and 1t was eonpsidered anita vomentic. * bunday 
eohool picnica for the ohildren of Cecer Rartas have already 
been aa 

Fishing as a s ort in both summer end winter, 
Fishing was excellent for many years and incluced black 


besa, white bees, buffalo, sateen, and ;ickerel aa well as 
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13 
eatfich, Figh vei ghing &8 much es twenty to thirty 
mf } 


rounde were caught, Bro, W, W. Walker described winter 
fiehing and winter pleniaas 


For winter time eport, we had fiehing perties, 
An expert fisherman would put up eo tent on the ice 
below the dam, Hea ~placed a light in the tent, made a 
hole in the ice, rut hovtra in the weter snd ran the 
lines cut unter the bottom of the tent. The light 
would Ture the fish and @ereellent ones would be coupht, 


shea everything was ready, a grest party of us 
wrapped dnaowarn furs would go down in aledshe, A huve 
bonefire would be ready and we hed the vrandeat tive ~ 
indeed it was quite an event in our lives, Wa took 
tam end breed and some times chieken and of course 
we had hot broiled fish..,, 


¥o get on loge before the fire and seng and ate, 
‘née then sfter the repast was over we danced by the 
Cirelight until an early hour, The following day we 
kere rather burned end weathee beaten and va didn't 
anount to much, but &t wae a rare and curlous aport.15 


fii late sunmer after harvest the mea and women of 
Cedumw Ras ids went out to hunt prairie chickens end cualil, 


yrairie chickens wore eleo travped, Thousands were killed 
16 
and either kent er gold each geneon, 


Becléga enort 2a reoreation, there were occasicnel 
pocial functions euch as deantes and receptions, Robert 
Ellie told of Gancee in the early days, 


We had dunces every cnee in a while, from house 
to houce, and when the echeool heuge was btullt we 
used to have Cancee there, I remember an incident 
conneated with one of there dances, I was appointed 
ag one of the manogers and had to get the fiddler. 
Boneone told me there wes one to be hed up at 
Center Point, I went up there to ses him sbout it, 
xnd ge we talked I found out that he hed two sisters, 
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i was Introduced te them and asked then if they 
would come to the dance. They said they vould 

a9 another young man and myself went up there 
twenty milos after thea for the @anos, We danced 
all aight and than had to see sbout getting them 
homa tho next day, It wae nothing in thace daya 
to yo after tusio twenty -Llea,17 


The marrige of Garah Weare to Dr. Seymour D, 
rarpenter, July &, 186C, wag another event of great losal 


Interest, 


whe “ag Married at the home of her #later, 
ary and there waa a grand reception in the 
evening, at “the publie hall® which hid been 
Glaborately decorated for the Fourth of July 
Celebration, the decoraticna remaining, The whole 
town wes invited, and the affair vas a rrend social 
event, 18 


In 1860 was held a Radlroseé Ball. he announcement 


reacs 


The enployors of the Chicago, Tova end Kebragka 
Rallresd together with » number of their friends 
will give a Ball at Daniele’ Hall, to-morrow evening. 
It will bea a fine affair, and those that "trip the 
light fantastic toc® cay be acaured of having a 
first rate time.19 


Two laevroprtu celebrations were exciting social 
eventa, The firet wae held Heptember 1, 1852, 


The city of Ceder Ranidn was brilliantly 
Lliuminated, laat evening, in henor of the great 
avent of the vire--the muccesaful laying of the 
Atlantic Cuble, Nearly avery business house in 
town wad in « parfvfect blare of light, A large 
bonfire at the intersection ef lowa Avenue and 
Commercial etrect /Rcosevelt Hotel corner’, aided 
in dig selling the darknesa of the night. On the 
roof of Franklin Block, over the Tires office, wae 
& large traaspsrency, some six feet by ten, bearing 
acpropriate mottos, Although tha diaplay waa 


Mt wuryee a of woes tas vo eater ‘on? a 
lewd ta0%y boa soot toto ie et oe vite cist ad ‘- a 
hae ; drometad ei eS 


sooner et To. emis wee : Nanas Behe en yah rit 
ent nt nottceoes “sf n oew eyed? bas yaa ie 
aeed bid iad © Lidar octt* | 
qiet “to city bot sss fad 
éfodw ant? ea Hee Ro shtenceah fed ws in 


2 aolielsnalancieadle| Be der | i g dee dive " ian owe ober ai | an 


atnetat wed? too i» nviw Ct Boolian 
uitages worterees “ffat “sfeatau Ye Pad 2 te Tee 2 Ey 
ett Gitt" Daelt esodt. hae Ptah at ‘on i 6 ad ai fv af pet 
e walved So Bextetn O@ Yan “oot Sen thE? Faysl | F 
Cf .ontt stay @a7f? Le 


eisentod bas svek ,cysatdy end? to ces ot? 


felooe jyalittoxs aroy ancliotdefes giewogg! ow? 
HEU vf trdentgeh Ofek wev tatkt oAT - Ad anve ie 


gitneti tied pay abies eehed “tio st ee 
al ott To sono nt ,qhindve Saul (aed: html db ss: ; a 
to yalyel Titanapous MT mda 9d THeve aes: 

‘At enpod saoutrud ysove Ylasot yeldud ofdaalta — — = 
Ps cagp le Facer ie bed Dh ko fig Pinto 


yes ae rene i 


42 


inperfect, for tha wont of soma spesches, firing of 
Cannan, Pinging of belle, 4o., yet for an darromptu 
affair it wes eerteinly a very erillient ona, 20 
The second tonk pluoe May 22, 1850, A group of 
delegates from the Herublieen Nations] Convention which 
had just notineted Abrahen Linseln, atonned their special 
treia at Ceder Rapldr, An impromptu persde war forned, 
headed by the De Witt brane bend, playing “Hail Columbia, * 
Garrled on the shouldern of two "sturdy Perublicene” wae 
um sriehsir mede ¢f oak reile erlit by *G1é Aba." At nine 
in tis evening there werm sreechee anc a huge bonfire at 
a! 
the corarry of Iowa Avenue and Commercial Street, 
Another item from the Renrublicen Times told of 
& Deteeratic Grond Perbeeue which teck vleee in 1859, 
Lecording to the miltor an effert hed been mede to find 
thirty-three young lTrdisa to rapresent the thirty-thrae 
atates, “Aowaa woule gpa lf fifteen of them could ba allowed 
to drega in mourning to represent the alave states, One 
lacy would go if she sould be permitted to vear red 
atreateri to rapeesant ‘bleeding Kansas. Tha Committee, 
;aor fellows, gove up the task, and the statea ware not 
represented, The Cedsr Rarida ladies sre censible as well 
“> 
& Gi bxatiral.* 
Holidays were srent much as they are today, 


excert that such more emmhesla wea ; laced on the Fourth of 


July celebration, It waa the highlight of the summer for 
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children and adults alike. Fach ealsebration followed much 
the same pattern, There wae first a picnic dinnor, followed 
by floods af lon,;, old-fashioned Oratory. Firg@vorkse and 
anvil flving aided the feativitied, 

| In 1435, when there were only one or two esbine 

on the banka of tha Cedar, the paople of the county 
celebrated at Ventport, “Nearly all tha psovle tn the county 
wera pregent and ascwe from adjoining settlementa, <A ywrand 
Old tine wae had, everybody joining hoartily in feast and 
sports. The Gay, op rather night wee closed with a cance 

in which all participated, he full Was shining on the 

fifth of July ore the colebrsters Kied Gonoludead thelr 
fautivitios,* 

In 1d5% the big celebration was at iHnoogler Grove 
ig sutnes Township. &. 6, Belt was the orater and ilies 
dpeech woe reported ag “good,” Acros the river from 
Ceder Hucdde, da kingston, a flagpole was raieed, “They 
ubab thundered with anvils and cracked with flre crackers, 
#hs peucrally made a fSaiy dis,ley of patriotisa," The 
wuly excitegunt in Cedar Reride was the minuway of a te a 

&, 
of horses in which the wagon was upset, but ac one hurt, 

Fourth of July vae a quiet day in Cedar Napids 
441955, The veet gide eitivena again raisad a liberty 
flageole, end diaslayed a few fireworks, The boys on the 


gost eide burned seme Darrels, vowe sawdor and “fire balla® 
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end wade @ome unearthly noises, There ugre celebrations, 
however, in nelyhboring townships, in Fonroe Township, in 
Valo, ‘cotch Grove and Srupgyville, each with ite traditional 
orzter, In Clinton Township ‘everything passed of f in Pine 
order, eaxpecdally the bountiful dinner, It Jesd us to the 
concluglion thet rosst pig and chicken, york end beans, ond 
pumyphinple, with all the etocterar, are capital retiinierd 
OF say great nationel event, " 

in 1059 Cedar Rapida citizens spain left their 
lems town to celebrate tha glorious fourth elsewhere in 


n 


tue county. The varlon eelebration drew an eetimetec four 
thousands seople, There ese a Tree dinner followed by an 
Seation by one of the Ht. Vernon winistere ond a serles of 
tuasts and reaponsea, Lisbon had a tenperance celebration 
ror two thousand people, The dinner tables were 6et Pive 
tities, Fregident Keeler of Cornell College spoke, there 
vas mugda by the Mt. Vernon brane band, aa well ao ten 
toasts with proper responses, Fresupsbly tha tonst: vere 
Grunk dn vater, Valo hod two theuvand vieltors and a 
Slmilar program, with flfe and drum peri The JGunday 
ehcol ehildran wera there in a body. Everyone who could 
yoscibly get to one of the oolebrations went to est the 
pientc dinners, listen to the orstion and toasts, and 
colebrated as nolally «# possible the birthday of tha 
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The other holidAsys were arent more culatly, In 
1855 the editor of the Pemocrat philosophiveds 


 Awadri in the eycle of yrars thia tina honored 
Gay, hae come--beon observed--and haa departed to 
be joined with ite congeners of the poet. Pleasant 
spgocilationa Uwell in ita mamories, Our citizena 
enjoyed themselves as well ag tne Inclesancy of the 
weather would rerwit, VFleces of tueinena vere 
Generally closed, Pivine sorvies wae performed in 
the Methodiet Church and waa numerously attended, 
Rothing occurre” to mar the harmony of the diy 
excernt the rain, 2? 


The following year wae much the same, 


Thankaziving Day in Cedar Rapids rosaod off in 
mood old New Fuglend atyloe, In the worniag the 
peovle assembled at the churches and adjourned 
themselves to turkey, and the evening was devoted 
to sooial reunions...,28 


That evening the youn, pecole enjoyed a 
Thenkepiving party. 


In the evening 4 large number of the young peonls 
agseabled at Groena'ts Hotei and enjoyed one of the 
moat cleagant soclablean that (it has heen cur fortune 
to attend for a long tistea..-About dine of clock the 
company adjourned to the diniag hell, and surrounded 
the tables which vera neavily ladened with all renner 
of xood things, 29 


{fterwerd they wang a rons eapeaially comooesed 


for the occasion, the tables were cleared away and ee 
wae dancing until the "amall hours of the morning. * 

Chriatman waa strioatly a hone fontival, althourh 
the Episcopal Church announced gervies for Chri atmas day 
in 1857. 


The Methodist Ghuroh held « watch meeting the 
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night of Now Year'n ve, 1959, and invitnd the public te 
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we 


attend, Other observances of New Year's must have been 

private. Mrs, “alker told that the cuatom of hor faniiy 

wad te keep open house, "Our frienda drove over frou 

Ananora und other nelehborin: towns for the day in sleigphs, 

we always pravided a Brest apray of hoy minee ples, 

tiuan ruddings, enks, ooffec, braad and butter and the tasty 
33 

dried prsiriea chicken, " 

Although the people of Cedar Rapids orgenized 
their own entorteiament, a good many prof@asions] pertorneré 
yippearad there before the outbreak of the Civil ur, 

Exam lee included Langrishe and Atwster's Theatrical Troupe 
| ay 
in 1856 and the Star Dremetia Coapeny in 18598, There 
vere ¢everel minstrel enews lnnn'ta Hainstrels in 14°? ond 
Re 
Mildly vell'a in 1851. Standard eduisesion prices sean to 
have bean twanty~five cents for adultes and fiftesn centa 
for children, In 1457 Hies Sallie St Clair brought her 
Varieties to tawn, She waa highly acclalsed as un setreae 
und at the and of two weeks of nightly performances the 
eitizans gave her oe ehitog ary i Honefit,” for which the 
hall waa He 2 i Another unueusl antertulner, a tvolve 
year old boy, Master Nosaa, wos DIlled as the “American 
Hoeclue." Naster Moses gave Shakeaperian reading a" and hie 
: 
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performance xa Whyloek" waa highly recommended, 
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Although Shakeapearian reedinga way have Latereated 
the adults, the ble thrill for adulte and children slike 
wid the clreus, Levi J, North's Clrous waa uivertiged in 
July, 1856. an return for considurable aavertlelag, and 
parhapys pauses, the editor atated; 


Our readers cust not forget that the greet 
Yational Cireus of Levi J, North wlll astonish 
the citizens of Cecar Ka ius, on baturday of this 
week, the 19th, Thia astablishment embraces one 
of the largest cor snies in the world, and will, 
we Venture to agaert, give anvle satiafseticn to all 
who attend, Mies Castella will wake a grand asrliai 
argengion, previoug to the comvencement of the 
performances 1t will be visible to the naked eya, 
and nothing to pay.--Ghe wlll walk on a aingla 
Wire 300 fe:t in length, to the teycoat heipnt 
of the tent. This fast alone will be worth the 
price which will be cheryed for cubsecuent 
uamisaion to earthly performances, Turn out, 58 


Besidea Hies Castella, thore was a "national 
brass band of 12 percons,...Levi J, Werth, the unecualled 
and unavproachable Prinelpal Seeante FRider® and several 
other acts, Anyone who rode the educated mule, Juck She herd, 
ten times around the oirele received ten dcllars, Ad~ 
migsion waa Pifty aents with ehildren half price, Although 
this wae ressonable in terma of today'e vricenr, it 
Ber roan ee neerly half a day'!a wayreg to the vorkingysan of 
Seba In erite of the sdverticements, the people of 
Cedar Fe ida were herbal bbe eh Lavi North's circus, since 

| i 

only a portion of it. arneared, 


Two waoka Larter the Yenkee Robinson Show mlayed 
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Cedar Rarlde, It ineluded a circus, a dollection of living 
42 
animals, a tuseum of curiositiea end Joe Ginger's minatrels, 


ie 


September 4, 1°56, a8 third oireus came to town, It adver. 
tisea & superb mugio chariot vith full band, a tribe of 
Genecsa Indians and « tenagerie including an elephant, caeven 


liona, three tigers, two Seneval leopards, penthers, hyenas, 
ty 


% 
‘ ae 
Gipucns, Kanhgeroen, monkeys and @ Rugeien boar, Af the 
gnhlcsle appeare. aa advertised thia must have been one of 
the first, If not the first, elephant to perform in Cedar 


fia ida. The editer commented, "The offair “wag vell 


t ¥ 
Id ay 


watroniged ond gave very general satisfaction,“ 

ere vers cliroeuses in 1857 and a sin in Tat: 
hore was gore exeltoement during the former performance, 

ig Circus, on Gaturdey last, waa well retronlerc, cone 
dering the uncle rantneas of the weather, The only 
oacurentes Curing the day which crured any perticular 
excitanent were the arreet one canfinement in the *losk-up! 
Of sundry individcusle who Red enceavourec to counter:zct the 


Gisaprescbtle effects of the outside saaxinga, by corre- 
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groaning wettinie of the ‘inner wan,'" 

& pioneer recalled the old one ring olrcusee 
weden traveled in horae-drawa wagons fron town toa town, 
“Troveling short dlutaness, before the eivent of railroad 


trenurortation, tha entire equijpaeot vas woved at aight 
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after the close of tha evening perforannces, “In order that 
all wagons ahould fellow the seme route to the next town 
ta be visited, 1 phlot wagon led the way, placing torchas 
Glongy the rovaulie at regular intervals, Tha torchea could 
enelly be followed, the Lagt wagon to denve the clreus lot 
pethoring thes up, Most olrovwa@eu vent mee ta towa Vity 
i 

gy Viaton after showing in Cedur Kupidca, " 

wiiile the ploneers of Cedar Suvide were privaerily 

, . 


ecnocerned with mexing &@ Living, they Pound time for wang 


tlescunt heurs of recreation, 
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Chapter IV 
RDUCATICN AND CULTURE 


Ag soon ag the early gettlers had settled the 
preuélng problems of breaking tha prairie sod, aowing a 
erop and providing shelter for thelr fanilies and their 
far animals, their thoughts turned to the subject of an 
ecudation for their children, This wae in the New Rnglend 
tradition, for several of the first eettlere were of New 
England origin, 
The first school was built on the Carroll farm 
4 184°, the earliest dete when there were enough children 
to wale arganizetion of w achool porsible, Thin was a 
neighberhood scheol on the east aide, aome distance from 
the cabins in dewntown Cedar Rapids, The firet teacher 
1 
wig Mr, Putnsn R, Lawrence, 
in deseribing the achool, Mr, Carrell said, 
The achool passed off very well, so far aa 
I remember. We had our epelling schools and our 
exhibitions and our debating soolety, which were 
well euatained, and which proved to be not only 
& source of isprovement, but of a great deal of 
pleasure, One of our text booka waa the old 
*‘Engligh Reader," «whose worel tene, and the 
excellence of whose seleetions havea scarcely bern 
curpanged by any of the school books published 
in these letor yearr, 2 


At the exhibitions plecen vere spoken, Inoluding “Nightini sale 
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and Glowworm" by Cowper, and "The Heguar'a Petition, « 

The first acheol in dewnatown Gedar Rapids met 
in the John Vardy home in 1849 and waa taught by Mro, Vardy, 
(ihe Vardys started the first Sunday School at the came 
pleae.) Later the echcol wag moved to a building cu the 
Hite of the Granby Building, moun ag "Long Crnery," las 
Busan Abbe was then the Saat 

The firet building especially built for sehool 
pur, Caea Vas eracted by three early settlers, t. DB. Brown, 
Georce Oregne and Alexander Ely in 1846-1047, It atood 
on tha corer of Second Avenue and Pith Street and wae 
later gold to the school utetos.” A narker has been 
rlaced there to desiianate the firect schoel building: b» the 
locke] ahanter of the D. A, R, 

With incrsesing ponulation « new school wage 
found necessary, 30 oe three story building was bullt next 
to whet do now Greene Scuare, on tha aanea lot later osaupled 
by Washington High School, It waa neoring gomeletion in 
the fall of 1957, The editor comnented, *vhen finished 1t 
will be one of the best avidences of Our prokverity wa have 
in the Aen It waa ene of the show places of the town 
in L360, 

It is built of brick, three stories high, 

furnieahed in the mast neat and subatantial manner, 
at a oost of fourteen thousand dollars, Our rasders 


can judge by thie, of the general character and 
stam of the citisens of Cadar Raplde.9 
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In 1859 apreared this description ef the sehool: 
The average aucber of ecoholara in attendanos 
at the Graded Behool of thia city in 225, The total 
number on the roll thus far thie term ia 279. we 
are glad to learn thet the Sehorl fa prorpering 


finsly. Ya would exsrnoctly adviec parents to vielt 
4%.10 


During the winter of thet year attendance 
dropped off, In Janusry 1840 the aditor hed this to say 
nhout the scheel, 

On Monday Lloat we were conducted throupk the 

Giffereat dersartmentea of the sehcol in our olty, and 
were rleaned to note the thriving cendition which 
they repreaented, Nearly two hundred childron 
aagemble at the school house, five saya of each week, 
te rasalve the instruction whith da te prepare then 
for after life. Tho sehool, at prenent, is divided 
inte four separate Cepartrents, graded by tha 
capeaity of the scholar, each under the guideanas of 
a coupatent tescher. ll 

The heavy teacher losd of about fifty etildren to «each 

teacher vos atcoepted without ecerment, 

Oo the diet dey of achool dn 1460 there was a 
proeran or exhibitien, The girle read osasaye and the boya 
gave declamations, The chtldran sang "The Old House at 
Kose,” "My OQun Native Lend® and "Vacation Seng,“ to the 
uccomypaniwent of the melodeon, "The Cedar Rapids achoola 
are Judged to be «se therough oa any in the Gounty, and aa 

2 
favantageoun to atudents from abroad," 

In 1860 there wer five hundred and alsty-one 
ohildoren between the ages of Tive and twenty-one residing 


rithin the elty lieite, Bix hundred minxty-four dollwroa and 
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mera cents was rooceived from the gounty sohool 
fund, Cedar Rarige charged aut of town scholars the 
following rates in 1860; for the high achool departrent, 
rin Collors ner tern, Your dollurs for the intermediate 
ceraptment, and three dollers for add other deportmenta, 
Hepides the public eschaol there were goveral 
private sehcoia in Cedar Rapids, Mise Mlirabeth Calder 
atarted a private school for g¢irle in L850, share the 
sunshine iilasion now rtantia, Ules Calder teugcht French ne 
wend drawing and two aggistantea taught plano and Enslish, : 
The Cedar Rapids Acaderienl Inetitute under 
the Girection of "G. Q, Faore, Jr. and Lady" opanced in 
Carpenter'a Hsll da October, 1855. The Beroorat camrentaed, 
‘Tre educational feallities of this vicinity have not been 
edequate to the dewond, and the wejyuisition of this 
lnatitution, whieh prowlags to Piopecnvekes with character 
ana abliity is very PRT or ee There wee no further 
word aa to Hr, Moore’a aucesas in thie enterprise nor how 
Long the echoel waa continued, 
The next epring a female seninary woa opened 
by Nise LL. M. Huntington. It bogun in the basement of the 
Ryeigeonal Church. Her advertisement promised that: 
All the elementary and higher branches of an 
extended Snrlish eduaxtion, together with 
Mathmatios anit the French Language, will be 
embraced in the proposed course of Inatruction. 


The charve fer tuition will be ©4600; payable at 
tha middle of the ovuarter,17 
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The Raverend Williston Jonwe tatherad together 
& small group of boys in Late 1851, at hia home, where he 
and nia wife taught thea reading, writing, geowraphy, 
algebra, arithmetio, Latin and Greek, Later the clase was 
moved to the ¢resbyterLan Church, "Little Muddy," where 
David likely, a greduata of Knox College, @erved ae teacher. 
t.0 Little sohool, vhich was culled the Coder Rapidce “ 
Colleciete Loatitute, was the forerunner of Coe College, ‘* 

dn order to eeoure gock ecucation for their 
children, the people of Cedar Bepids recognized the need for 
bettey teacher training, Ae a cenecquscnce, there werd a 
number of teccher's lnantitutes held in. the oity. 4 normal 
echool cf four week's curation wae held an the sumacr of 


19 
L1E89, gucnvered by the acheeol directors of Cocar Raplida, 


~*s 


That winter «e teacher's Incetitute wae held, There wore 
about sirty in attendance, with many turned aeay beoosuee 
they NNE aE aseure free rood end beard us they had 
sxnested.. The linn County teschere organized asp an 
ageecistion in the epring of 185? *to wive greater efficlency 
to our comron aches) seieeten iia 

it should be remembered thit Codar Rapids was 
oloae te three educational institutions, the 8tate 
University at Towa City, Cornell Collexe at Wt, Vernon and 


Western College at Uestern. Hany iteme appoaring in the 
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58 
hewspeperd of the tins Indicate close tlea with these 
Behoola, Noa doubt many Cedar Rapids young people atuctod 
there, Mombera of the ataffs of these inatitutions 
apoeared as spenkers before sudlences in tha eity. Their 
influence on the culture of the town, while herd to measure, 
wuat have Geen atrong. 

Congideratle interest ln music was enown by the 
people of Cedar Rapicda in the eurly dayo, Thea firgt music 
wag VoCel Blaging aa there Wore, at firet, no plangs hor 
eVen reed organa, Cons and hymna wore sung at hows and 
hyinea at church gervices, The first Inetrumont + brought in 
were the bakwa viol, the violin and the tuning fork. 

The Heverend Williston Jono we waa ohne of tha flrat 
elivzing teachers, Ke teught at aome of the firet einging 
achoola aid treined a large choir for the Pirat Preslyterian 

: DA Be 


Church, In 1457 Mr. W, &. Dodge organized a voonl CLass 
Ny 


which met on Gaturday oveningsa at the Presbyterian Church, 
In the gpring this organization, known aa the Cedar Rapids 
Glea Club, gave a coneert, Admiselon waa twanty-Tive cants 
wou the procoeda were given to the cemetary fund, "The 
entire performance wae creditable allks to the Glee Club 
« 

and to our city." 

There ise a Cedar Replde Brass Land functioning 


in 1957 which wave a coneert on Sertember 24th, Acnisgion 
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to this vas aloo twenty-five cents, but a gentlesan «end 
26 
lady could attend for thirty centa, Spencer's Guidrille 


Jah pave a grand "Gift Concert" during the Christman holidays 
4n 1859, They gave avay about one hundred dollera worth 
of Jewelry and other urtioles, This ploneer fors of Bank 


Night was expeated to draw « full house. In addition, the 
or 


mUsle woa highly praised by the editor, 


There vas ea musical entertainment at which son 

9 
Be dy 

local singers aceleted in 1866, The taker Pawily, 


2 Cj 


protfecsional artiats of the day, fava two concerts in 1955. 
After Wias Calder etartod her achool it was 

ragghible to get wLano inutruction in Codur nates: in 

1853 Hise Dorchester advertised for pupils, and in 1860 

ura, Corrie S&S, Cutler ast wo as a musde tescher, che paid 


th 


she toll of Fingeton pupile who crogsed the bridyo to take 
31 
legeons, Tha flys had the first. piano, 
If I recall rightly, the firat piano in tewn 
guile te the Ely heveo, a Yoodward & Brown plano, 
made in Boston, end a very good piono 1t wean for 
many yoarg. They could net get Lt into the parlor 
through the front hall, so it was brought in 
through a window, 32 


Besides intereat in nusie the people of Cacar 
Ra tag aemonatrated their interest in other intelleotual 
purguits, These may geem orude in the light of the present, 
but they shoved an avaraness of current politioal and 


foclal provlems of the dey, and laid the foundations for 
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the keon Anteredt in intellectual and civic betterment that 
appevura in Cadar Rapida today, 

The @arliest oultursl efforts took the forms of ~ 
Ceboting soctetios, These wera held in the sohcolhouse and 
OH] Y Wen took oort In them, Amony the prominent apeakere 
were Levi Lewis and Rarnett Lute, who hava already been 
nentionad for tholr part in eetabliahing ohurchea in Codar 
Ruvida, ome of the subjects for dabste weras "Resolved, 
that the pen le mishties then the aword,'" WRegolvad, that 
the signs of the times inédlente the destruction of the 
Vnion,'" ""Reaolved, that slavery ehould be aboliahed,!" 
and "'Pekolved, thet there 1a greater happiness dn the 
pursult of an odfret than in its Sk ra 

After the teolation of the Little comunity had 
been broken by the cteamboata and the railro od, there were 
o¢casionel lectures given by traveling Jacturers, In 1059 
Pr. Kimball gave a cource of lectures on Physiology and 
Hyzilene, at ten centa a lecture, He Ilustrated eur ag 
Akeletons, manikina and large wodela of the ear and eye. 

In 1360 Fajor Conetable lectured on India. 
The coming conflict woe reflected in two lectures by a ” 

y 

Cnicage Negro, H. Ford Douglas, on the eubject oft Slavery. 
The Roverend J, 4d, schaeffer apoke on Public Kducation st 


Concert Hell in 1857. 
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Baveral attempta ween to have beea made to 
orgsnize lacture courses for the winter months, Mr. Fly 
silc, “In thosee daya thers were literary olubs and Leeture 
aagoclations which secured many prominant leoturers...1 


recall Sandell Phillinvs, Horeca Greeley, Flihu Surritt and 


Ae 
John '. Gough.... The Young Menta Library Aacoolation 
paoumed « course Of leaturea for the winter of 1857-1555, 
30 
but it was evidently never carried out, The Cedar Kec lds 


Raeonle Library Awgsoclation instituted a lecture ecurce in 
de. The list of apeakers Included Jude Greene, several 
gectora, Ppoftesaor KF, Hugehrosy, head of the Cedar Rapids 
Fublic Sehool, and several winkatera from Cedar Raplds and 
neiehboring towns, There ware tyvo apeatesrd From Lowa Gity, 
ty, Totten, Ghangellor of the State University, ana “roregaa 
D. FF. kells, The highlight of the course was the lecture 
by the Roncerablse Horace Gresley; of New Yorx, Adwiralon waa 
one dollar for thy entire course or ten oeatsa for eaoh 
lecture wits the exception of Mx. Greeley!'s Lecture and 
one = bah Ladies were admitted frea exeapt on these twa 
of) 
Qvtesd. 
Another evidenoe of early culture in Cadar Ranide 
wad an setive and cuntinuing interest in libraries, Boslide 
the early Sunday Sehool libraries a boylosin,; was unde La 
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fs carly ea November 16, 18248, before Cadar 
Rapida had even been incorporated aa a town, forty-one 
men of the comunity organized what they atylod 
the "Cedar Fastée Lyceum*® te “Gneresag the 
knowledge, sdvance the morala, and inform the 
aings of those who intereat thamselves tharein, * 
The tivenatieth article of the oanetitution provides 
thet there should be a library conneated with the 
society, 3 


Venatione were received, notably from Judie 
Qeorge Creany, James A, Dyer, and 8. HL Herritt, 
end ome Money vce padsed throurh the sale of 
ateak at one dollar a share, By March 22, 1849, 
Lawson Daniele whe had been elocted librarian 
resorted a total of £20 hod been subsoribed and 
Shat thirty-four books had been donatod, 


The matter of eutabliahing a library progreased 
Blowly until Mareh 6, 1851, when the "Lyceun® 
membere decided to draft articles of asroctetion 
and a constitution for the Cedar Ra iffa Library 
Lyceum Association! On April 3, 1861, the Lyceum 
paceed ont of existence but the ilbrary aesdseletion 
geome to have gono on.41 


‘tien ts vere made in 185? to onrranige a “Young 
42 
wen'o Library Awiocintion. * I¢ is nonaidle tht this 


Opgaaization took the place of the Library Lycaunm Associ- 


Htion ond inherited its bourke. 


“~ 


By the eummer of 1859, hovovar, there was a 


Cedur Ropdides Library Ageneciation that vea setive, 

The Codar Rapidea Library Asaocliatica da in a 
very flourishing condition, It hea now «bout Porty 
Newsnrnere nnd megesines bealées mveral voluacd of 
very valuable booka, It da the pleswaanteat place 
in the eity to cpand the evening. 43 


She firet annual meting of this egsoelation wea hala that 


fall at the librery room in Bly's block, Fesbers who hod 


not vrald their dues were urgot to do so, and nembera ho hed 
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berrored nueginesa were saked te return them. The finanslal 
ceneition of the sa#seoletion wea reported ca pood, offleers 
for the coming yasr vere alacted and it wae Re gusy et to 
| 41) 

have @ @Gurae Of lecturer during the winter, AL tiugh 
these litrarlea vere oren te mamberes caly, they were eters 
in the right Cirection toward furnishing: free booke to all, 

The peorle of Cedar apide Hiewed an Early anil 
continuing interest in those things woich mace fcr better 
living, tuvdio, poed bocksa, and informetion abeut life and 
éverte in the vorld ehout them, They secured the vent 
edugetion for thoir children toasitle in the time «nd place, 
Troir efforte Laie the foundstien for the many culturel 


Oreenizgatinneg of the pyrcant day, 
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Chapter V 


Gaecceration hae always been the rengon for much 
of the progrses of Cedar Naviis, The pitonecr business men 
had the vision to see that only by working together aould 
they bulla the type af town thay wished to leave to thelr 
enildren, This was true in the earliest days when the 


settiora halned each other build the firet los cnblas on 


the unbroken prairie, It wan equally txeue when they shared 


thot 


“air provielona at a tine when food esuld only ba abtelined 


by « trip with oxan and wagon to the towne along the 
Miggigsainnt, Agsin the settlers ce-oparated in civing 
thelr labor ond scanty funie fo establish ohurohee and to 
build achonole for the bettearnent of the oommalty. Arter 
thc eupliest neriod, the anivit of ao-operation muy be 
boat Llluatrsted Uy examolas from the *helds of tranapore 
te tion, bridges and gomauniqation, 

Tha firet problems that confronted the pioncéers 
was that of oroseing tha river, ‘hile Cedar Rapides was a 
notural elite for a sattlenant becsuae of Ite water power, 
aces means had to he provided to crore the river, both 
for truie from the west aide and for secnaa to olcar 


eummunities to the south and avast, Dlooatagton (Sugaating ) 
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in perticuloer, and later, Iowa City, The flat com re 
proverbly awan the river on horaehack, oa d44 the Reverend 


Join Hodges in 1860, cy uned arude homemedoa borta, By 
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running « tell ferry at eatabliahed pates, 


Th. * oh re Oe 1 ‘ Ve ie me ~~ Fe , , ee wa 
oy 1655 there wee talk CUO bags the Pueginesga men and 


Goimunity leaders about bulldtng a free Bride 


ehere vas a eating Of Thora favorable toa the 
com letion of the Free Bridyvo, In Carpenter's Hell, 
hale SHERI Aa tood satlafaatery faweling wae 
exhibited, and some nineteen hundred @ollare cub 
HOPLDGW, si 


erg in no doubt thot this bridje will be 
mad goon, Thore have it in bond who will 
carry 20 throvvh, and 1t will. pay.’ 

work on the bride wan atarted thet fall. The 
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Liat of Nav 
ra 
etructure, By the ond of the year the work wan well alon; 


The fourth arch la the aew beidzve ia nearly 
completed, The work ds golnom shead briarly. Those 
wne dare ridge themselven to erasn by valking on tne 
timbers before the rlank are laid will be able to 
erovga on the bride in the courne af tvo weeks, 
Thayve ought to be a "Jollificatian® when thet 

trigture ts completed, 4 


The vric.e was ooapleted Pobcrugry 20, 1854, 

Hurran for the Praa Hridva key. “stroua, the 
enterprising contractor on tha work, infemned ua 
on Fridey noon best, thet several tear thet Juct 
padded over the free bridye., This announcesent iva 
aide rather sooner than va expect+4,...7 

The bridge wad bullt by subseripticon, bat the 

toatrnetor hed not received hia money in full by the tine 
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1t var completed, Fe ho@ aéveneed eonsiderable of bie own 
funds to finish the strueture by the tima the river broke 


r 
up and teama coul€ not eafely erova an the lee, shen 1t 


hay 


had operated fres for severe] weeka und he still heé not 


collented. ali subseripticns, Ur. Vatrous wea given the right 


8 aS 


7 


to collect toll until his aontract wee pedd in full, ct 
whien tine the brid¢e wae te he delivered to the Bridie 
Com*Lesionera to be free honceforth, Bates wore set for 
an unlimited number of crovaings auring the @ay bo uny one 
verecn, They were twenty » cents Tor a two horace tea, 
fifteen cents for o horse and busy and ton cents for a horse. 
There wae no chore for crogeing on feet. There vha hed 
pata five deollerr or core of thelye subsertivtions could 
Crore He 

The new bridge wea in ep oretion fer only « short 
tite, Three dsyr after the tell reten vere published, the 


fee breve ua: 


Peed 


G the river upetrea. oad tae witer, carrying 
fee end tinter, evweapt down areinst the Pride sur porta, 
Whlle a crowd pathernd to vatch, the bridze bezan to veaken, 
Two youn, Kingston girla, whe had been In dedar Rayitia 


groping, atterrtrd toe min seraaa the eboky atricture ta get 


howe, | ar they reached tie ajidle 4t broke, thay fell into 
" gh 
the water cnc wees drowned, 


‘ 


Losa of the bridge wae a Dlov to the community. 
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It had been in uge only about five weeks. The town lost 
hearly ten thousond dollarg an¢ Mr, vYatrous, the contractor, 
1oet two thousand dellere, Planr were damedictely mace for 
és hes brhape, while the ferry boast wee rut beck inte 
qi 

Operation as hefore, 

In féprit the fridive Commisaioners creemnted their 
Ylen Tor anew brilére te be erected in ninety daya end to 
opernts at Low tall, They rlenned to uss ehet old material 
GOuULE Ge aulvered from the wrotkaye of the first bridize. 
Trie wags valued «tf twenty-five hundred dollars. Five 
dnHiividusla had sledweod a tetal ef three thousand follere 
and tug individuals hea Ledeed 2 fatal of tvo thoucand 
GOllurs, Phig ieft twenty-five hondred dollern to be raiead 


12 
by aubserintion to cere lete a ten trounand dellar bridice, 


Vroboply thia s@ditione? omount eruld not he 

securad, for the clone verse ohaneed and by the next yeer 

Ceder Ravtés wes using a flocsting bridge, When the river 

flooded in ®ebrvery, 19488, this wad cartly avatreyed, A 

meeting was held and plens were mode far hiilding two free 
13 | 

bri¢ ROH. 

Th Bare’ of that same yoar the Stetea Legislature 
ragaed a bALL suthoriring two bridess on which toll should 
be collected until they vere meld fer,cor not loner than 
twel¥a yeara, at the ent of which time they vere to be 

14 
free, 
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The first of these two bridivea wha bullt eometime 
Guring the next two years, The second was nearing completion 


in February, 1860, 


The upper bridge, now being built acroag the 

Cedar, will be oompleted in about three weeks, when 
we shall have two bridges across the river at thie 
city.15 

By the middle of March 1t was open to the public, 
The bridge across the Cedar River, at the foot of 
Iowa /Firet/ Avenue, was completed last Thursday, 
It Le « beautiful structure, and reflects credit 
veon W, D, Watroua, the @eontractor, It consiatea 
of ten gpanes, averaging 70 feet, It is of the 
Kowe arch truss pattern, and for strength, is 
acknowledged by all commeteant Judges, to be equal 
to «ll the weight that can possibly get on at any 
cne time, H, Church is the keeper of thia bride 
and Mowry Farnum of the lower one, The tolls are 
the same on each bridge.16 

With the exception of the firat few weeks of the first 

bridge, Cedar Rapids d1d not have free bridges prior to 

the cutbreak of the Civil War. 

Another project brought about by the co-operative 
effort of Cedar Rapids businega men wae bringing a telegraph 
line into the city, In 1858 the telegraph ren only to 
Fulton City, Illineis, opposite Clinton, and there waa no 
line within the atate, The great value of a telegraph toa 
a ferming and growing manufacturing community, for market 
rerorts and newe in general, was obvious, The project was 

1 
first mentioned in March, 1858, In June it was explained 


in more detall, Citizens were urged to buy atock in a 
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company to extend a telegraph line into Iows from the east 
bank of the Missiseippi, It was to be named the Clinton, 
Cecar Rapida and Hissourl Printing Telegraph Company, It 
Was propoged to run the line from Clinton ta Cedar Ranids, 
later to Pea Moines and ae Missouri River, and a branch 
line up the Cedar vaileni It wag fintahed the next year 
and the inotrument installed in the expreas office, The 
etockholders were sdviaed thet 4% would be put in operation 
aa soon «6 they paid the first and aecond inetallmente on 
their gtook, amounting to aixteen dollars per shere, The 
name had been ohanged to the Clinten, Cadar Rapida and 
Missouri River Teloegranh Sear 
It evidently took from the widdle of Auguat, 
1859, to February 24, 1840, to onlleot these subscriptiona, 
for at that tine the telegranh was firat open for bualinerga, 
The Telegraph ta at last oespleted and was 
opened last Friday efternoon, Measayes ara now 
gent through from thia aity to Chicago and other 
Kaetern oitios without delay, The Morse inatrument 
fa the kind in use, and it works like a charm, 20 
Thus, Cedar Raoide wan one of the few cities of Iowa to 
have a telegraph line before the Civil var, 
The problem of tranaportation waa one which 
encased the attention of the people of Cedar Rapida almost 
aad 600N ag the garlicat settlement vas wade, Any extra 


wrain or livestock shove what was needed for the winter 
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hed to be terketed 4f the aettlers were to have money to buy 


absolute necessitien, auch age salt and ammunition, The 
rh F 


uu 


nearest rallrosd wag at Jackaon, Michigan. When Alexander 


fly built his flouring m411 in 1844, the machinery hed te 
be ehipped by water from the Yast, down the Ohic, and up 
the Migsiseippi to Museatine, and then hauled overland by 
teams to Cedar paki aut The route overland to the river, 
either to Muscatine or Dubusue, was a track across hill 
and valley, throuvh marehosa and exoroas etreams which were 
out of their banks in epring and fall, These difficultica 
led the peonle of Cedar Raclds to attempt use of the river 
for shinping, 


Robert Fllie organized the first venture of this 


Kind, Flatboata were bii?t and four theuscand bushels of 


& 
wheat were shipped down the river to New Orleana in 1841, 
The first steamboat was the "Maid of Towa® which 
Came up the river in 1854, 


An event which excited o good deal of interest 
in an early day was the ooming of a eteamboat to our 
town, It was a stern wheel bout of moderate 
dimensiones, and waa cxlled the "Maid of Iowa,*® The 
time wae probably in June 1845, The puffing of ite 
engine and the scream of ite whistle were the 
erandegt music we had ever hoard in theese parte,. 
There waa something so fascinating about thin boast 
that peonle flocked to the river for miles around 
to see it, And not eatisfied with that they pre- 
vatled on the captain to give them an exouralen 
down the river a few miles, in which a goodly 
number perticinated, sharing alan in a eplendid 


dinner, such es only eteamboat men know how to prepare, 
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There were not dama then to obstruct navigation 
and the river was at a fine etage, and there waa 
Clear galling, 24 


There was no other atearboat trangmortation of taportancea 
on the river at Cedsr Reride until 1858, 

Meanwhile, Iowa City had aeeuread a railroid in 
& % 
1665, and thie had reduced the distance merchandise had 
to be hauled; but hauling charges kept freight rates high 
on artioles delivered in Cedar Repids. 

In the sunmer of 12859 twa projecte were planned 
to solve the transsortation problem, The first was the 
buliding “43 &@ boat to run between Cedar Rapids and 

2 
“Yaterloa, By May the work waa being pushed ahead, A 
counittes wag appointed to buy engines for the boat, 
FP, Smith and Comnsny were the bililders, 
The boat will be 100 feet long, 19 feet bean 
and 24 foet hole; the angine 1a to be 60 horse power, 
3 feet etroke and 9 inoh cylinders, the boller is 
to ba 12 feat long, containing 24 flues; the wheel 
ie to be le fart in diameter, It is expected that 
shie will make the trip from Cedar Rapida to Waterloo 
Inside of twelve heures Anoluding stops. We understand 
thet the boat will not draw over six inches of water, 
light, and not more than ten with twenty tonsa of 
freiuwht on bonurd, It 4a expected to be com:leted 
by the 15th of July. 28 . 
The next week, correction waa meade that the boller enould 
have teen described as fifteen feet long with forty-nine 
: he gee 
fluea instead of twenty-four, 


Conatruction dragred on through the summer until the 
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steamer wae finally launched, September 9, 1858, 


On Saturday list, about 5 ofelock, a large 
crowa of men women and chiidren ussembled at the 
urper shipyard, to witness the (to thin town) 
novel performance of launching a steamer, At 
half part five ofoloek, all being in resdiness, the 
steamer lying brondeide to the water, the blocks 
were knoeked out, and avay went the Valley Queen, 
"lite a thing of Life," some forty feat into the 
Watery path that ahe ia hereafter to travel, 
Hearty cheers congratulated her suctenaful leap 
into the water, and the crowd diessrsed, well 
gatiefied with the new steamer, und the enterprise 
of Cedsr Ranide, | 


The dimensions of thia bost have been before 
siven, he le 110 feet lony, 3 feet hold, and will 
Carry about 125 tone, Sucoeass to her, and her 
energetic proprietors, 30 

sometiae betweon the date of her launching and 
the spring of 1859, the name of the ateamer hed been changed 


from Valley Gueen to Bleck Havk. She made trips back and 


forth to Yaterloo all that summer until late July, when 
appeared the following items 


Stove In.--The etoamer ae Hawk had a hole 
gétove in the bottom of her hu on her leat trip 

to Waterloo, which will render 1t necesoary to have 
her hauled out for repair, She will be all right 
ayain in e few daya,31 


The steamer wes put up for the winter in November, 
1859. 

The eteemer Black Hawk hes backed into the bayou 
on the west aide of the dam, preparatory, we suppose, 
for the "freezing up,* which in the natural course of 
event, must come before long, The river has been 
exocedingly low all the fall, and etill continues so. jz 


She was running again by early March of 1860 and “left last 
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hongey morning for weterloo end interwediete peinte with a 
good load of merchendise, “ 

Thet May she wee taken through the dame #58 Wag 

3% 7 


being refitted preparatory to going down the Cedar, The 


next year the 


nok Hawk wea purchased by 5S, Weaver who 


planned to run hor between Cedar Rapids and St. Loule ae 
35 


es 


long ag there waa volenty of water in the Cedar, The Black 
Rsewk Was a sold to the government for use during the 
Givil War, ; 

The aseond project te improve local tranapertation 
wid wm Gteamer to run between Cedar Rapids and St, Louis, 
Local citicena organized a stook company to purchare the 


bout, Mayor Rock and H, G, Angle left for Hae rast, 
Barch 25, 1853, to aommolete the arrangementa, By July &, 


phe wag on her way to Ceder Rapids, 


Yea are hanpy to inform our readers that the 
steamboat Cedar Rarida left Pitteburgh wu week ago 
yerterday, with one hundred tena of Treaight on 
beard, snd af na acetsent occurs we think she will 
arrive on Saturday or Sunday evening, By a private 
letter, written on the 28th ult., we are informed 
that che is one of the best built and staunchest 
dyafta that ever left the Iron City.,..let us all 
prepare to give her a welooma cheer xa she oomea 
around the bend, We have purchased a box of 
apermaceft candles, and shall illuminate the Times 
office on the evaning of her arrival, if it is not 
on Sanday. 39 


The Gecar Racdda arrived July 21, 1954. 


Jord waa received yeaterday afternoon, that 
the now steanboat Cedar Ravidea, wae below a few 
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mlles sac would reach here in the evening, The 
boat left Pittaburgh about three weeka ago, and 
wags at firot expected here a week or ten days 
bBince, But in addition to the delsya always 
incident to the first trip on an unknown river, 
she has hd to enoounter a flooded current under 
& heavy loud, | 


mXpedtation wag cn tiptoe last evening, ana 
tmeny were humbusved by the cry of “a boat $4 4a boat Ys 
long Defore the boat waa in sight.--Absut ten ol elack 
hovever, the Ce@er Ravids made her appearance, and 

ag che pansed the lover bricge ruins, she was 
gredted with hearty and prolonged cheers fron the 
lerge Grovd there assembled, As she passed up to 
her doe at the foot of Market etreet, rockets and 
Romen cundlea wore sent up from her deck, and the 
erord upon shore caluted her with renewed cheers 

ene the tiring or ‘envils, i ee 


io sooner wae che mde fact te shore, and her 

gang planks run out, than a steady tide of men «and 

boys rushed on board, 40 
She was deserived as being one hundred and fifty-five feet 
leng and twenty-six feat wide, with one deck and a hold 
of three fect. She had a etern wheel aree" feet in 
Giemeter with bucketa fifteen inohes wide,  # Ag ahe had 
to pass under the Hoceow bridjra there wae cnly one npasoe 
of cabin and there were Kingee in the emokeatacka, * 


The Gedar Ravidge AIsft the next Konday morning 


on her first trip down the river to St, Louls, with a load 
of freight end twenty passengera, She was towing a barge 
which bad been bullt in Cedar Rarida and which was «lao 
loaded, She hed on board the following itema of freipht: 


Sarrole of Flour 339 
Backes of Wheat 1736 
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Sacks of Osta 1138 
Sacks of Corn 157 
Sacks of Flour 4093. 
Barrels of Seana 7 


Barrels of Lard 


Wurrels of Baeon 1 
Box of Beeswax 1 
Dry Flint Hides 9 
Boxes of Furniture 7 
Hox Fiano ] 
facke of Ship 3turr 2k 43 


_ &t Rocherstor, Cedar County, she was to take on 
23 WO%e barrals of flour, whith waten the total 
amount of freight taken down on this tric, count up 
to sbout three hundred sad tuanty-five tons, 44 


4 pessengor on thie firet trip down the river wrote 
tha following latter daseribing the trip as fsr as Rochester: 


Steamer Qeder Raevids 
Down the river July 24, '58 


My, Timest--t'e left Cedar Ra ida on the 
sorning of the 26th, at 11 ofcleok, with a fine 
lond of freight, and about twonty pasaenzera, 
aterped and wooded at the bluff, a mile below 
Cedar Ravidse, Broke one wheelesim, end rerlaced 
it with «© new one 1n about ten minutes, under the 
direction of Jan, Fultofft, the shicft engineer. 

Got under way tventy minutes to three and arrived 

ut Rochester at twenty minutes to e@¢ignt; making 

@ run of fifty-aix miles in Just five hours, The 

voanery elon the river la of the noat picturesque 
character, and sll pronounce it ogual to any along 
castern river, bh 


The Cedar fanddg made two wore round tripa that 
year, She wan in Goadar Raci¢de the riddle of August eid 
the eae vee of feotesber, ond carried large loace of 
freight. The Coder Raniés did not appeer in the newa 


during: 1859, Whether river conditicona wero unfavorable for 
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a trip up the Cedar, or the coming of the rallro«d in June 
of that year made river fretgnting unprofitable, sha 
probably navigated on the Missisaippi, Sometime during 
1350, or ,oselbly early apring, 1860, she oollided with a 
lerge ateanecr an the Misslasivopi and sank her, 4a a result 
of this, the sompany ont Sonendiion of her end were 
i 
threevened with Titivation, ; Juavge Greene on& H. G, Angle 
wore in Dubujue, May 17, 1840, looking after the suit 
4 
between the steazer Juete Ney and the Cedar Raoids, : She 
Wad list heard of in 1864, when she waa in the acrvice of 
the government, ond had Just returned fros ol "Hed River 
fo 

Expedition, * wlth part of the fixteenth Corsa, 

The velirosd provided the only adaquate solution 
ta the tranaportetion preblea. Tho deaede fron 14950 to 
1860 wae a perlod of great exeltenent over railroad building 
4a Towe, The peorie of Cedar Rapida saw thie ay thelr 
great opportunity to get a reliroed, The Ohieajro, lore ond 
Nebraska Reilroed was organized, Cedsr Rapids! shere wes 
two hundred thoussnad dollara to get the line constructed 
ag fur vent as thet point. One hundred thoucand dollors was 
add by elty Bonde, and rat hundred thousand dollira wag 

‘ 

Anvekted by Incivicuale, ‘ 


Aotion was started in 1856, 


fhe Common Counoil after a exciting sitting, 
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pasged aA ordinaanen grantiay tha right of way to 
the Cnlosgo, Iowa & Netraaka Railroad Go., by a 
“ajority of four ta two, Se we go. The Llron Horse 
will soon be among ua, 60 


Within two «euke the contractors were calling for five. 
fl 
al 


hundred lLaborera, The @irectors called for inetallmenta 

due on the etook, under date af Decanber 2, 13855, ao that 
ae 

the work of greding wieht continue, By the next May, the 


railro.d hed baen con Leted to Amos Creek, eeventeen miles 
weet of the Migsiasipst Rivest” 

The raed slowly pushed aheac during the next year, 
that of the Fanie of 1557, while Cedar Rapides suffered 
free the hard tinca, In September, 185%, the greding Was 


aw 


completed, 

The grading on the ratlrosd through Jefferson 
atraat la prozreasing, and will he eormletad te the 
urmper end of town the lust of thie week, or the 
first of next. We expect to aeo the usual sins 
yut up at the etreet orogaings, in a few weoks, — 
"Look aut for the angina whila the bell ring/s37, "54 

The next wee Judra Greene Laft for the “ast to buy the F 
| pF 

ad 

railroed tron for the track from Lisbon to Cedar Rapids, 

By the #ering of 1859 the rellroad wan nearly 

completed, Flana wera mide for the great Rallroad 
Celebration-~the grestest @ay in Cedar Rapido! }istory up 
ta tht coment. A committee waa appointed cf twonty-elent- 
men from the town end county, They were to select the 


officivels of the fay, unke prenerations, and aelicit food 
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for the reat banquet, By June ninth plans were ready and 
the progras had been arrangod, Judvce Greane wae president 
of the day, there were aeveral vice-vresidents, and marshale 

to direct the parade, Tho food wan donuted, with thea dinner 
) free Se wheat and invited pueets; othera peid fifty 
cents. ; 

The wornian of June fifteenth dawned oright end 

Clear, 4 galute of thirteen guns and the firing of anvils 
Gréeeted the sunrise, Ey seven otclock wagene from 211 over 
the county head started for tewn: by aine the roads were 
lined, At sevon-thirty the excursion train left for ¥f. 
Vernon end Lisbon ane brought back seven open csra filled 


with peovle, There wae a national salute of thirty~threa 
3 , 
id 


fune et noon, 

Soon afterward the parade began to form, There 
vera forty or fifty carriages end other vehiclea in the 
mairede whieh pterted at the Greene store cn First Atrect, 
Pe cucu raved lowly dom ts the Hd ebout the 
present Tvelfth Avenue and Fourth ntraatn. | It wana led by 
the Grest Weatern Bend from Chiesgo. At one ofclock the 
trein eintaining the imcortant guests from Chicewo and 
Clinton wwlled in. t wea eonceced of five vwell-filled 
paseguzer carn, pulled Were s umber three which 


was bedeaked with flava. There ware muasiesd whet tal 
it 


and cpeeenhes by the Mavor and the Freeident of the Day. 
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Tha proceseion than reformed and moved to the 
Ock grove where the Mesonic Library now stands, Thera, 
teablea more then six hundred feet in ef a had been spread, 
Nearly four thounand neonle were fed, 4 vhole ox had been 
barbecued “on @ great Bray Byseae over ap rit of hot goals. 
There were chickeras, tee 

After the dinner, cane the torxatr and resronees, 
thirteen in all, toxete to the Tallroad Company, to Cllaton 
and Codtayr Rapids (varanhrasing Wsbeter), “lone and 
insevarable, now and foraver,'* ta the rsilrosda, "Sthe great 
leveler of all distinetion betveen inland and seshourd,!" 
The tosaat to the State of Towes was raanonded te by the 
Honorable 8. J, irkevood of Towe City, who later beaame 
govermonr, AG toha noint, ona eng of the vlatform, with 
fneVeral enstem gentlemen upon it, fell down,  "'Thaugh 
New Bneland La down, Towa La ur,'" pore Me, Kirkusod, 
much to the amaenent of the crowd, The apseches lavied 
nearly four Bare "ed thout any flarecing of the Interest 
manifeated, Tie met surely have cet 2 now high for 
aven ploneer sneeahn making. 

The noaxt avant of irrortance wee the cxlute 
of g4aven cunga et pight alnioek, whieh wae the pian for 
the illumination and flreworke which followed, ; 


Tie Grend Railroad Peutival wea the ovent of the 
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evening, It was held at Daniel's Hull at the corner of 
Firat Avenue and Firat Street, The Yogtern Bend ployed 

end the people danced “until the omall houre of the morning 
meade their enpcarance, 4 ; Young ladles who had attended the 
bell "tripped home on foot in their tarleten cowns ana 
white Kid slippers, for vublic oarrlasae ware scarce ang 


&7 


the new and only bue hind gene to meet the early train, * 

wo endad tha great day, Cadar Rapida st last 
had dependable tranvportatien, She cocld morzet her gratin, 
Livestac) pnd manurcetured articles;. che cowld ot, in the 


yracuets she nevded In the flowery words of the Tourt 


to the ;loneers, "Their hepe le te-Cay anded in fruition, !" 


Gedar Rapicda, today, ovec much to her gulient 
pionaera, the Zlyy, the Greenes, the Yearus, the Hooks, 
the Daniela and many others, They worked tajether to 
build aghools, churshes, Mbrarles, bridges and tronaportation 
facilities. To their viaton, their coursce and their 


perdgovergaoe Cedar Rant@e etanda to¢ay--4 Viving tagortal, 
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